
Conservation Priorities
CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭƛǎǘƻƴΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ CǳƴŘ



Resource Values
What do we care about? What do we want to protect?



Threats
Resources are primarily threatened by development pressure. Lands that 
are easy to develop, i.e. relatively unconstrained, are more threatened.



Conservation 
Priorities =     Resources + Threats

Å2013 ERF prioritization considered resources but not 
threats, 2020 prioritization considers both.

ÅEach parcel was allocated points based on the accumulation 
of resources intersecting it, plus the factors influencing its 
likelihood of being developed (threats)

ÅA total priority score combines the resource score and 
threat score.



A Note on Vermont Conservation Design

ÅResources scoring incorporated data from Vermont 
Conservation Design ςwhat is that?
Å ±ŜǊƳƻƴǘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ƛǎ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

functional landscape and biodiversity.
Å VCD identifies landscape-level and natural community and habitat-level 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ όάŎƻŀǊǎŜ ŦƛƭǘŜǊǎέύ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ōŜǎǘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ 
data, and professional judgement, whose conservation and management is 
highest priority for maintaining ecological function.

Å This analysis uses some of the VCD components including Interior Forest 
Blocks, Connectivity Blocks, Riparian Areas for Connectivity, Natural 
Communities, Wetlands, and Rare/Threatened/Endangered Species.

Å More information on Vermont Conservation Design is available at 
https://vtfishandwildlife.com/conserve/vermont-conservation-design

https://vtfishandwildlife.com/conserve/vermont-conservation-design


Resources: Wetlands and Streams

tŀǊŎŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴǎΧ

ÅNo named streams = 0

ÅUp to ½ mile of named stream = 1

ÅOver ½ mile of named stream = 2

ÅUp to ½ mile of unnamed stream = 1

ÅOver ½ mile of unnamed stream = 2

ÅNo wetlands = 0

ÅUp to 10 acres of wetlands = 1

ÅOver 10 acres of wetlands = 2



Resources: Natural Communities

Brown = State Designated Natural Community 
(from Vermont Conservation Design)

Brown/Yellow Hatch = Town Designated Unique 
Natural Community

tŀǊŎŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴǎΧ

ÅNo natural communities = 0

ÅTown or state-designated natural 
communities = 1



Resources: Rare/Threatened/Endangered Species

Purple = Highest Priority RTE (from Vermont 
Conservation Design)

Pink = Priority RTE (from Vermont Conservation 
Design)

tŀǊŎŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴǎΧ

ÅNo RTEs= 0

ÅPriority RTE = 1

ÅHighest Priority RTE = 2



Resources: Wildlife Habitat and Corridors

Dark Purple = Highest Priority Forest Blocks (from 
Vermont Conservation Design, none in Williston)

Purple = Priority Forest Blocks (from Vermont 
Conservation Design)

tŀǊŎŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴǎΧ

ÅNo Priority Forest Blocks = 0

ÅUp to 25 acres of Priority Forest Blocks = 1

ÅOver 25 acres of Priority Forest Blocks = 2 



Resources: Wildlife Habitat and Corridors

Orange = Highest Priority Connectivity Blocks (from 
Vermont Conservation Design, none in Williston)

Brown = Priority Connectivity Blocks (from Vermont 
Conservation Design)

tŀǊŎŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴǎΧ

ÅNo Connectivity Blocks = 0

ÅUp to 25 acres of Priority Connectivity 
Blocks = 1

ÅOver 25 acres of Priority Connectivity 
Blocks = 2 



Resources: Wildlife Habitat and Corridors

Brown= Highest Priority Riparian Wildlife 
Connectivity Area (from Vermont Conservation 
Design)

tŀǊŎŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴǎΧ

ÅNo Riparian Wildlife Connectivity 
Area = 0

ÅUp to 10 acres of Riparian Wildlife 
Connectivity Area = 1

ÅOver 10 acres of Riparian Wildlife 
Connectivity Area = 2



Resources: Important Farmland

Yellow = LESA* Score < 120 

Orange = LESA Score 120 or Greater

Hatched = Farms that have been developed

tŀǊŎŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴǎΧ

ÅNo LESA Score or LESA < 120 = 0

ÅLESA > 120 = 1

*LESA stands for Land Evaluation and Site Assessment. A LESA study was done 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦŀǊƳǎΦ



Resources: Scenic Viewsheds

Red = Primary Viewshed Areas*

tŀǊŎŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴǎΧ

ÅNo Primary Viewshed = 0

ÅPrimary Viewshed = 1

*Important visual resources were identified and mapped through a 1989 
study. Visual resources are categorized as Primary and Secondary, and 
further categorized as Foreground, Middlegroundand Background. Primary 
viewsheds are considered as the most important to protect.



Resources: Trails

Pink = Desired Trail

Solid Black = Existing Trail

Dashed Black = Trail Easement

tŀǊŎŜƭ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴǎΧ

ÅNo existing trail, easement or desired trail 
= 0

ÅExisting trail, easement or desired trail = 1

ÅContains an important trail linkage (a 
parcel that could connect two trail 
segments or easements) = 1



Resources: Large Parcels or Adjacent to Protected Land

Green = Protected Land

ÅParcel not adjacent to protected land = 0
ÅParcel adjacent to protected land = 1
ÅParcels < 10 acres = 0
Å10 - 25 acres = 1
Å26 - 50 acres = 2
Å51 - 100 acres = 3
Å> 100 acres = 4



Threats
Resources are primarily threatened by development pressure. Lands that 
are easy to develop, i.e. relatively unconstrained, are more threatened.



Development Potential: parcels currently undeveloped or 
with subdivision potential

Red = Primary Viewshed Areas

tŀǊŎŜƭ ƛǎΧ

ÅDeveloped and < 10.5 acres = 0

ÅDeveloped and > 10.5 acres = 1

ÅUndeveloped = 2


