
 
TOWN OF WILLISTON 
ENERGY COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 
June 26, 2024 

Meeting Recording: https://youtu.be/yIeWelCNaUA  
 
*Meeting held in person at the Town Hall Annex and by teleconference (Zoom). 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Reed Parker, Vice Chair Kevin Thorley, Matt Wood, Kevin 

Batson, Dar Gibson, Maria Gingras and Eric Hillmuth. 
ADMINISTRATION: Melinda Scott, Energy and Community Development Planner 
ABSENT:   
OTHERS PRESENT:  Reed Carr, Kim Hornung-Marcy. 
 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
Chair Reed Parker called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 

2. Public Comment   
  

There was no public comment.  
 

3. Approve Draft May 22, 2024 Meeting Minutes 
 

The Committee reviewed the draft May 22, 2024 meeting minutes. Matt Wood made a 
motion to approve the minutes as amended. Kevin Batson seconded the motion. The 
motion was carried with a 7-0 vote. 
 

4. Housing Energy Efficiency and Electrified Heating Requirements 
Melinda provided information about the next steps in the process of exploration of a 
Clean Heat Standard. She stated that the Town Manager had requested a memo from staff 
to brief the Selectboard on the petition that was brought to the Energy Committee, 
possible options for implementing a Clean Heat Standard, and a request for the 
Selectboard to provide further direction to the Energy Committee and staff on whether to 
dedicate time working on this initiative.  
 
Reed Parker stated he took issue with the wording of the memo, as it stated that the 
Energy Committee supports the concept of a Clean Heat Standard, when the motion that 
was carried at the previous meeting simply stated the Committee supports asking the 
Selectboard for direction regarding a Clean Heat Standard.  
 
The Committee members revisited the issue and discussed the merits and downsides of 
implementing such a standard. Dar Gibson stated he does not support a Clean Heat 
Standard because it should be a choice not a mandate. Kevin Thorley stated it is much 
more expensive to retrofit than to include heat pumps at the start, so having a standard 
will make it easier for future homeowners. Kevin Batson stated homeowners might be 
more incentivized to build a home with heat pumps than developers.  
 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION. CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF 
THE COMMITTEE. 
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Kevin Thorley noted that both the existing and draft Energy Plan supports exploring a 
Clean Heat Standard. Melinda Scott stated that what’s in the existing adopted plan is 
most relevant to the Selectboard’s consideration.  
 
The Energy Committee members requested changing the language in the memo to say, 
“the Energy Committee supports further exploration of a Clean Heat Standard.”  

 
5. Election of Chair and Vice Chair 

Reed Parker stated that he would like to step down as Chair and he provided an overview 
of the responsibilities of Chair. Members decided to table this until the first meeting in 
July, to give members with potential interest in filling the Chair or Vice Chair position 
time to think it over. Reed stated that he would be willing to serve as Vice Chair.  

 
6. Village Park EV Charger Pricing Structure 

Melinda went over the options for a pricing structure for the newly installed EV charger 
at Village Park. Currently the pricing is set at $0.23/kWh, with a loitering fee of $2/hour 
after the first 4 hours (with a 30-minute grace period). The Energy Committee had no 
concerns about this pricing structure. 
 

7. Colchester Net-Metering Partnership  (tabled until the next meeting) 
 
8. Other Business 
  

• Independence Day table – The Energy Committee tabled at last year’s Independence 
Day celebration on the Town Green. Melinda said it was likely too late to participate 
this year. 

• Observer - Living Green article for July – Kevin Thorley said he will write an article 
about the used EV market and send a draft around for comment. Reed stated the 
article needs to be submitted by July 20.  

• Isham Farmers Market tabling – Kevin Thorley said he would reach out to Mike 
Isham and Efficiency Vermont about participating in this year’s market. 

 
9.  Adjournment  
 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 


