MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION. CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF
THE COMMITTEE.

TOWN OF WILLISTON
ENERGY COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
April 24, 2024

*Meeting held in person at the Town Hall Annex and by teleconference (Zoom).

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Reed Parker, Vice Chair Kevin Thorley, Matt Wood, Kevin
Batson, Eric Hillmuth and Maria Gingras.

ADMINISTRATION: Melinda Scott, Energy & Community Development Planner
ABSENT: Dar Gibson
OTHERS PRESENT: Alex Goetz

1. Call to Order
Chair Reed Parker called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m.

2. Public Comment

There was no public comment.

3. Approve Draft April 10, 2024 Meeting Minutes

The Committee reviewed the draft April 10, 2024 meeting minutes. Kevin Batson made a
motion to approve the minutes as written. Kevin Thorley seconded the motion. The
motion was carried with a 5-0 vote.

4. Enhanced Enerqgy Plan Update

The Committee discussed the Land Use section of the Energy Plan. Proposed edits are
noted as follows:

Local Objectives:

1. All new construction meets Streteh-Cede the most stringent -energy efficiency
standards as codified in State Statute.

2. Continue a land-use policy that embraces smart-and-sustainableSmart -gGrowth
principles.

Review and adopt the Vermont Building Energy Stretch Code or other comparable
standard for all development and renovations/additions in the Unified Development
Bylaw. Require all new development to undergo the verified building performance
assessment under the current Stretch Code and to submit a RBES or CBES Certificate
prior to issuance of Certificate of Occupancy.

Fe-eEncourage site planning for energy conservation and renewable energy generation;
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might-inelude-language-teby maximizeing southern exposure for living spaces and solar
generation, protecting solar access to south facing walls and roofs, and providing

windbreaks.

Establish incentives in all zoning districts such as setback relief, expedited permitting or
other means, for installing parking lot solar canopies. (Good as is)

Continue to pursue a land use and transportation strategy centered on mixed-use, compact

development n the town’s Growth Center %Hew—s—laﬂd—us%etes—aﬂd—develepmem

t-hetewanrLeContmue to support the development of hlgh |nten5|ty Iand uses W|th|n the
town’s designated Growth Center to result in a compact development pattern that
supports and encourages driving fewer miles, the use of transit, ride-sharing, and active
forms of transportation like bicycling and walking.

Reevaluate allowed uses alowableresidential-density-and lot dimensional standards in
mixed-use-and-the vVillage zZoning dDistrict to ensure they allow for energy efficient

building forms and site designs. Provide housing opportunities in attractive, efficient
bundlng forms that equnably serves eX|st|ng and future residents of Wllllston —enebtese

Reevaluate district-boundariesallowed uses and residential density in the Agricultural
Residential Zoning District (ARZD) and Residential Zoning District (RZD) with the goal
of making sure that development standards maximize energy efficiency and conservation
of land and resources, enable a lifestyle without the expense of owning and operating a
personal vehicle, and minimize expenditures on building energy consumption.

Promote low-impact-developmentand-green infrastructure practices to reduce local

temperatures and shade sidewalks and building surfaces.

Promote working and natural landscapes in the Agricultural Residential Zoning District
(ARZD) that sequester and store carbon, for example, by working with land trusts and
landowners of farm and forest tracts to conserve key parcels of land. (Good as is)

The Energy Committee shall review proposed bylaw amendments for compliance with
the energy plan and draft proposed bylaw amendments as directed by the Planning

Commission. (Good as is)

The Committee discussed adding a pathway requiring developers to install carbon free
heating/cooling/hot water for new developments or pay into a fund the town could use to
fund decarbonization projects. Melinda stated that this was already a pathway in the
Building Energy Usage section but without the “carbon fee.” This language can be added.

5. Other Business
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e Kevin Batson provided an update from the Bike/Ped Task Force. The Task Force is
drafting a letter to the Town Manager and Selectboard regarding a line striping grant
the town recently received and requesting the town complete the road striping in a
way that better protects cyclists and pedestrians.

e Maria Gingras will write the next Living Green Article

e Melinda shared logistics of Green Up Day Town Fair with the Committee and

reminded Committee Members to sign up for timeslots to staff the Energy
Committee table on Green Up Day, Saturday, May 4 from 9-1. Melinda will

circulate a signup sheet.

6. Adjournment

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m.



