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Email *

reedcarrgs@gmail.com

Community Design Chapter - Town Plan 2016
This google form seeks your views on conservation related policies of the Community Design chapter for the current Town Plan. The 
Conservation Commission is going to reflect on the objectives and goals at the next meeting on October. This will help inform community 
discussions around Williston 2050. 

In advance of the meeting please review each of the land use goals in our 2016 plan and tell us what you think.

The respondent's email (reedcarrgs@gmail.com) was recorded on submission of this form.
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Urban parks should provide access to green outdoor spaces and activities that improve quality of life for residents without the need to travel long 
distances to country parks and primitive trails.

Urban parks should be planned proactively to avoid all available/the most suitable land from being developed before a park can be established. 
Urban parks take years to plan, enhance, and enhance with native trees and other plants that provide shade, scenic settings, and refuge from the 
urban landscape.

Urban parks should be manage strategically to support local native animal habitat and movement regionally. This includes land vertebrates as 
well as flying insects.

Urban parks should be used to increase awareness and education on natural resource topics, importance of land conservation, and contribution 
of natural spaces to well being. There are also opportunities to highlight bring natural and cultural history of places and establish pride in our 
town.

Public-private partnerships may be beneficial to establishing and maintaining effective urban parks.

4.4 - Urban Parks

What do you think the objective should be?
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Definitely appreciate the fallouts for art, substance-free environments, services to employees, etc. I also think they should include elements like 
exercise stations or discovery (learning) stations. One problem we’ve seen (which form based Code helps with), is parks shrinking and shrinking 
from project proposal to completion. We need mechanisms to ensure follow through on private park creation as well.

The 2016 objective was: 4.4 The Town of Williston will strongly encourage the provision of urban parks in commercial and mixed use
developments and seek to enliven existing urban parks.  

What do you think of this and the sub policy which stated:
 
4.4.3 Refine the Requirements for Urban Parks. The town will examine the effectiveness of the current requirements for urban parks
and will revise these requirements as necessary to achieve the following:

- Urban parks should be sized appropriately and in proportion to the size and intensity of the development they are a part of.

- Urban parks should be located so as to provide employees, shoppers, and residents with easy bicycle and pedestrian access to
nature in the form of green grass, trees, and flowers. Water features may be appropriate. 

- Urban parks should enliven and beautify commercial spaces, especially during the summer. There should be comfortable places to
sit. Where possible, sun pockets should be created to lengthen the park’s useful season.

- Urban parks should contribute to the public enjoyment of scenic vistas, including views of the Adirondacks or Green Mountains.

- Urban parks may be designated to be substance-free and promote substance-free events to provide supportive environments for
youth and people in recovery.

-Urban parks may incorporate conservation features, such as streams or wetlands, and the required buffers. They may also
incorporate stormwater management features.

- Urban parks should incorporate statuary, murals, or other forms of public art  
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One problem we’ve seen (which form based Code helps with), is parks shrinking and shrinking from project proposal to completion. We need 
mechanisms to ensure follow through on private park creation as well.

4.5 - Neighborhood Parks

What do you think the objective should be?
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I think the neighborhoods parks from the last few decades aren’t good enough. We can do better, and I don’t know that private parks are the 
answer. Maybe there needs to be an impact fee type system to poll resources for public park establishment. Then people can benefit from parks 
throughout the town regardless of where they live. Richer neighborhoods shouldn’t have better parks than Porter ones for example.

The 2016 objective was:  4.5 The Town of Williston will encourage and, in some cases, require the provision of neighborhood parks in
new residential developments. The town will also seek to provide neighborhood parks to existing neighborhoods where they are
needed.  

The sub-policy on requirements for neighborhood parks didn't contain any explicitly WCC focused criteria. 

What do you think about this policy?
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Urban forestry should be a tool for education as well as improving research and case studies to help with large scale problems like adaptation to 
climate change. Partnerships with educational institutions to conduct research and educate the public should be encouraged.

4.7 - Urban Forestry

What do you think the objective should be?
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We need an arborist or an arborist service in order to maximize the benefit of street trees. Many street trees are not pruned or pruned improperly 
early on before acceptance by the town as part of the right of way which compromises their value in the future. The trees in The Hamlet are a 
good example.

I think I’ve noticed better diversity and more native species in recent projects, however, I think it deserves closer scrutiny to assess whether we 
have achieve this goal or this goal needs to be changed, or continued.

I think this has risen from a low to medium priority to a medium to high priority as time has gone on. I believe there is strong support from the 
WCC to ensure that this is completed by 2025 let alone long term.

The 2016 objective was: 4.7 - The Town of Williston will continue to require installation of quality street trees in new developments
and take responsibility for those trees when the road they line is accepted for town maintenance. The town will also continue to
maintain trees in its parks and on the grounds of municipal buildings.   

What do you think about this objective?

A policy/goal of the 2016 Town Plan was: 4.7.1 Continue to Require and Maintain Street Trees. Require a Greater Diversity of Tree
Species.

Do you think the Town achieved this? Should this objective be retained or developed?

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was: 4.7.2 Maintain the Tree Inventory.

The town did not achieve this and does not have an up to date or comprehensive tree survey. Give your comments! How important
is this?
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I am completely unaware of this. I would really like to know what’s in it!

I think there is a need to regularly revisit, the EAB response, and to outreach about the towns efforts.

I think if we’re serious about having diverse native street, trees and trees for parks, then we need to also show that by having our own nursery to 
reduce costs and increase availability. It is also an excellent community engagement tool and residence could even purchase trees from the town 
nursery, if that was deemed appropriate use.

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was:  4.7.3 Implement the Urban Forestry Plan
  
When was the last time you looked at the 2007 Community Forestry Plan? Do you know what the goals are? Should the Town have
an urban forestry plan?

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was:  4.7.4 Implement the EAB Preparedness Plan  

The WCC has strong views on this topic. Positively the Town is protecting a few ash trees around its public buildings, at Mud Pond
and at Catamount. 

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was:  4.7.5 Establish a Town Nursery  

What do you think about this? It would require investment and staffing but other towns do this and use it to supply their municipal
needs. How important is this?

eheymann
Highlight

eheymann
Highlight

eheymann
Highlight



10/26/23, 2:38 PM Community Design Chapter - Town Plan 2016

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1i8R7-jwPugcpKgBYsTsIE0lty_wk6cnT9-3ssF9bYpg/edit#question=269959379&field=1057525132 9/37

I think Williston in bloom does an amazing job, and I think it’s significantly improves the enjoyment of moving about town. I’m not aware of things 
like funding stream and objectives. I feel like this is our relationship to WCC could use along the lines of participating in the tree survey, and push 
for arborist services.

4.8 - Williston in Bloom

What do you think the objective should be?
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I think there’s significant room for improvement around the subjective and I’d like to know what the Williston and Bloom program volunteers and 
participants think

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

The 2016 objective was: 4.8: The Town of Williston will continue to support the Williston-in-Bloom program

Should the Town retain/improve this policy or provide more definitive support?
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Email *

davewestman@gmail.com

Love them.  Increase them in frequency, availability, and marked/signed for use.

Community Design Chapter - Town Plan 2016
This google form seeks your views on conservation related policies of the Community Design chapter for the current Town Plan. The 
Conservation Commission is going to reflect on the objectives and goals at the next meeting on October. This will help inform community 
discussions around Williston 2050. 

In advance of the meeting please review each of the land use goals in our 2016 plan and tell us what you think.

The respondent's email (davewestman@gmail.com) was recorded on submission of this form.

4.4 - Urban Parks

What do you think the objective should be?
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There should be an additional element to support biodiversity in an otherwise very developed region around urban parks.  Plantings do not have to 
be entirely landscape, they should include native and some wild species.  They should be designed with sun and shade elements, play and 
relaxation elements. they should be open to everyone.

The 2016 objective was: 4.4 The Town of Williston will strongly encourage the provision of urban parks in commercial and mixed use
developments and seek to enliven existing urban parks.  

What do you think of this and the sub policy which stated:
 
4.4.3 Refine the Requirements for Urban Parks. The town will examine the effectiveness of the current requirements for urban parks
and will revise these requirements as necessary to achieve the following:

- Urban parks should be sized appropriately and in proportion to the size and intensity of the development they are a part of.

- Urban parks should be located so as to provide employees, shoppers, and residents with easy bicycle and pedestrian access to
nature in the form of green grass, trees, and flowers. Water features may be appropriate. 

- Urban parks should enliven and beautify commercial spaces, especially during the summer. There should be comfortable places to
sit. Where possible, sun pockets should be created to lengthen the park’s useful season.

- Urban parks should contribute to the public enjoyment of scenic vistas, including views of the Adirondacks or Green Mountains.

- Urban parks may be designated to be substance-free and promote substance-free events to provide supportive environments for
youth and people in recovery.

-Urban parks may incorporate conservation features, such as streams or wetlands, and the required buffers. They may also
incorporate stormwater management features.

- Urban parks should incorporate statuary, murals, or other forms of public art  
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Probably fine to be open for neighborhood/association use only, given HOAs collect fees to keep these parks operational.  

4.5 - Neighborhood Parks

What do you think the objective should be?
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What came of this second sentence?  have any new neighborhood parks been developed since then?

The 2016 objective was:  4.5 The Town of Williston will encourage and, in some cases, require the provision of neighborhood parks in
new residential developments. The town will also seek to provide neighborhood parks to existing neighborhoods where they are
needed.  

The sub-policy on requirements for neighborhood parks didn't contain any explicitly WCC focused criteria. 

What do you think about this policy?
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4.7 - Urban Forestry

What do you think the objective should be?
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Better communications and outreach about ash tree removal, and management strategies for invasive and pest-species.  A policy that treatment 
is preferred, but any tree removed for pest management will be replanted with a native resilient species after public notice would be good.

Developer-chosen trees at 5-6 tree intervals are not exactly diverse.  But diverse trees don't give the stately appearance that many look for.

A tree inventory for what part of town?  Urban area? RZD? Rural?  Maybe bite this off into a smaller increment to manage appropriately. 

The 2016 objective was: 4.7 - The Town of Williston will continue to require installation of quality street trees in new developments
and take responsibility for those trees when the road they line is accepted for town maintenance. The town will also continue to
maintain trees in its parks and on the grounds of municipal buildings.   

What do you think about this objective?

A policy/goal of the 2016 Town Plan was: 4.7.1 Continue to Require and Maintain Street Trees. Require a Greater Diversity of Tree
Species.

Do you think the Town achieved this? Should this objective be retained or developed?

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was: 4.7.2 Maintain the Tree Inventory.

The town did not achieve this and does not have an up to date or comprehensive tree survey. Give your comments! How important
is this?
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see comments above

I think the town has a lot of other competing priorities, i'm not sure this needs to be one of them.

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was:  4.7.3 Implement the Urban Forestry Plan
  
When was the last time you looked at the 2007 Community Forestry Plan? Do you know what the goals are? Should the Town have
an urban forestry plan?

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was:  4.7.4 Implement the EAB Preparedness Plan  

The WCC has strong views on this topic. Positively the Town is protecting a few ash trees around its public buildings, at Mud Pond
and at Catamount. 

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was:  4.7.5 Establish a Town Nursery  

What do you think about this? It would require investment and staffing but other towns do this and use it to supply their municipal
needs. How important is this?
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This sounds like a nice project, it should be geared toward polinator species and native plants that bloom at different times.

4.8 - Williston in Bloom

What do you think the objective should be?
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native plantings should be encouraged, fostered around town, with a native flower garden in prominent part of town/village.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

The 2016 objective was: 4.8: The Town of Williston will continue to support the Williston-in-Bloom program

Should the Town retain/improve this policy or provide more definitive support?
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Email *

tgmarron@comcast.net

every development should have a park with green space. Finney X-ing is a good example of what not to do. 

Community Design Chapter - Town Plan 2016
This google form seeks your views on conservation related policies of the Community Design chapter for the current Town Plan. The 
Conservation Commission is going to reflect on the objectives and goals at the next meeting on October. This will help inform community 
discussions around Williston 2050. 

In advance of the meeting please review each of the land use goals in our 2016 plan and tell us what you think.

The respondent's email (tgmarron@comcast.net) was recorded on submission of this form.

4.4 - Urban Parks

What do you think the objective should be?
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strongly encourage should be changed to required to have a park

The 2016 objective was: 4.4 The Town of Williston will strongly encourage the provision of urban parks in commercial and mixed use
developments and seek to enliven existing urban parks.  

What do you think of this and the sub policy which stated:
 
4.4.3 Refine the Requirements for Urban Parks. The town will examine the effectiveness of the current requirements for urban parks
and will revise these requirements as necessary to achieve the following:

- Urban parks should be sized appropriately and in proportion to the size and intensity of the development they are a part of.

- Urban parks should be located so as to provide employees, shoppers, and residents with easy bicycle and pedestrian access to
nature in the form of green grass, trees, and flowers. Water features may be appropriate. 

- Urban parks should enliven and beautify commercial spaces, especially during the summer. There should be comfortable places to
sit. Where possible, sun pockets should be created to lengthen the park’s useful season.

- Urban parks should contribute to the public enjoyment of scenic vistas, including views of the Adirondacks or Green Mountains.

- Urban parks may be designated to be substance-free and promote substance-free events to provide supportive environments for
youth and people in recovery.

-Urban parks may incorporate conservation features, such as streams or wetlands, and the required buffers. They may also
incorporate stormwater management features.

- Urban parks should incorporate statuary, murals, or other forms of public art  
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to encourage residents to get outside and enjoy the outdoors 

4.5 - Neighborhood Parks

What do you think the objective should be?
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new developments should be required to have a neighborhood park. I think it would be hard to require them in developments that are already in 
existence. People need green spaces where they live and easy access to them. 

The 2016 objective was:  4.5 The Town of Williston will encourage and, in some cases, require the provision of neighborhood parks in
new residential developments. The town will also seek to provide neighborhood parks to existing neighborhoods where they are
needed.  

The sub-policy on requirements for neighborhood parks didn't contain any explicitly WCC focused criteria. 

What do you think about this policy?
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to diversify the tree species in town

4.7 - Urban Forestry

What do you think the objective should be?
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the town has learned a lot about street trees with the current EAB infestation. Requiring a diverse species of street trees in the new developments 
and in our own parks and town owned lands. With the climate crisis already affecting our own town we need to be proactive in planting more trees 
throughout town. Working with Sustainable Williston group would be a good start. 

because of the EAB infestation, the town decided to remove all the ash trees and replace them with different species. it was a hard lesson learned 
and a costly one. I am in favor of hiring an arborist to help the town navigate present and  future tree needs. Possibly part time and share the 
position with a neighboring town. 

This is very important and needs to be started and completed now. I think this was talked about earlier this summer. 

The 2016 objective was: 4.7 - The Town of Williston will continue to require installation of quality street trees in new developments
and take responsibility for those trees when the road they line is accepted for town maintenance. The town will also continue to
maintain trees in its parks and on the grounds of municipal buildings.   

What do you think about this objective?

A policy/goal of the 2016 Town Plan was: 4.7.1 Continue to Require and Maintain Street Trees. Require a Greater Diversity of Tree
Species.

Do you think the Town achieved this? Should this objective be retained or developed?

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was: 4.7.2 Maintain the Tree Inventory.

The town did not achieve this and does not have an up to date or comprehensive tree survey. Give your comments! How important
is this?
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I have not looked at the plan. It should not fall to the DPW staff and the reason why we need an arborists in town. 

I wish we were treating more each year but at least there will be a handful of ash left in town. More funds need to be allocated to EAB treatment 
each year to help stop the spread of EAB

I think there are plenty of local nursery's who can provide plant stock. Running and operating a nursery if a huge commitment. It requires many 
staff members and volunteers to run it properly. 

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was:  4.7.3 Implement the Urban Forestry Plan
  
When was the last time you looked at the 2007 Community Forestry Plan? Do you know what the goals are? Should the Town have
an urban forestry plan?

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was:  4.7.4 Implement the EAB Preparedness Plan  

The WCC has strong views on this topic. Positively the Town is protecting a few ash trees around its public buildings, at Mud Pond
and at Catamount. 

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was:  4.7.5 Establish a Town Nursery  

What do you think about this? It would require investment and staffing but other towns do this and use it to supply their municipal
needs. How important is this?
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to keep Williston beautiful and provide blooms for insects

4.8 - Williston in Bloom

What do you think the objective should be?
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the town has a local garden store/nursery who is very supportive of this program. The town should continue to support them and recruit more 
volunteers.  

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

The 2016 objective was: 4.8: The Town of Williston will continue to support the Williston-in-Bloom program

Should the Town retain/improve this policy or provide more definitive support?
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Email *

howee105@yahoo.com

to provide greenspaces within the urban areas of town - small forested parks, pocket parks, etc to break up the impervious surface.

Community Design Chapter - Town Plan 2016
This google form seeks your views on conservation related policies of the Community Design chapter for the current Town Plan. The 
Conservation Commission is going to reflect on the objectives and goals at the next meeting on October. This will help inform community 
discussions around Williston 2050. 

In advance of the meeting please review each of the land use goals in our 2016 plan and tell us what you think.

The respondent's email (howee105@yahoo.com) was recorded on submission of this form.

4.4 - Urban Parks

What do you think the objective should be?
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- why enliven/beautify only in the summer? 
- urban parks SHALL also incorporate stormwater management features whenever appropriate

The 2016 objective was: 4.4 The Town of Williston will strongly encourage the provision of urban parks in commercial and mixed use
developments and seek to enliven existing urban parks.  

What do you think of this and the sub policy which stated:
 
4.4.3 Refine the Requirements for Urban Parks. The town will examine the effectiveness of the current requirements for urban parks
and will revise these requirements as necessary to achieve the following:

- Urban parks should be sized appropriately and in proportion to the size and intensity of the development they are a part of.

- Urban parks should be located so as to provide employees, shoppers, and residents with easy bicycle and pedestrian access to
nature in the form of green grass, trees, and flowers. Water features may be appropriate. 

- Urban parks should enliven and beautify commercial spaces, especially during the summer. There should be comfortable places to
sit. Where possible, sun pockets should be created to lengthen the park’s useful season.

- Urban parks should contribute to the public enjoyment of scenic vistas, including views of the Adirondacks or Green Mountains.

- Urban parks may be designated to be substance-free and promote substance-free events to provide supportive environments for
youth and people in recovery.

-Urban parks may incorporate conservation features, such as streams or wetlands, and the required buffers. They may also
incorporate stormwater management features.

- Urban parks should incorporate statuary, murals, or other forms of public art  
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-  Urban parks MAY incorporate public art
- is there appropriate sizing guidance available for developers to follow?

to serve as a gathering/community space for the residents of the neighborhood that the park serves. 

4.5 - Neighborhood Parks

What do you think the objective should be?
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I think that this is an important policy especially as our neighborhoods grow and housing stock turns over, bringing in new residents to our 
neighborhoods. These parks serve as community gathering spaces, allowing residents to get to know one another and build bonds, trust, and 
friendships. 

If the parks are maintained solely by the residents of the neighborhood, then accessibility may be limited to those residents. If external / public 
funds are also used to either partially or wholly create or maintain the park, then the neighborhood park must be publicly accessible.

The 2016 objective was:  4.5 The Town of Williston will encourage and, in some cases, require the provision of neighborhood parks in
new residential developments. The town will also seek to provide neighborhood parks to existing neighborhoods where they are
needed.  

The sub-policy on requirements for neighborhood parks didn't contain any explicitly WCC focused criteria. 

What do you think about this policy?
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to maintain the health and diversity of Williston's urban trees, both along streets and within public spaces, such as urban and neighborhood parks

4.7 - Urban Forestry

What do you think the objective should be?
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this still makes sense to me, maybe add something about replacing trees that are removed due to death/decay.

i know the town removed most/many of the ash trees, even though those trees were still healthy. I need more information to better understand if 
the diversity of our street trees was increased.

I think this one is a keeper. we need to hold the town accountable for this policy.

The 2016 objective was: 4.7 - The Town of Williston will continue to require installation of quality street trees in new developments
and take responsibility for those trees when the road they line is accepted for town maintenance. The town will also continue to
maintain trees in its parks and on the grounds of municipal buildings.   

What do you think about this objective?

A policy/goal of the 2016 Town Plan was: 4.7.1 Continue to Require and Maintain Street Trees. Require a Greater Diversity of Tree
Species.

Do you think the Town achieved this? Should this objective be retained or developed?

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was: 4.7.2 Maintain the Tree Inventory.

The town did not achieve this and does not have an up to date or comprehensive tree survey. Give your comments! How important
is this?
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I can't recall when I last looked at the Community Forestry Plan, but I also can't recall what I had for dinner last night. If it was last updated in 
2007, it sounds to me like the community forestry plan might need to be updated/refreshed. Yes to urban forestry plan.

agreed. However the Town's response to EAB and removal of ash trees in our streets was disappointing.

i think this is an important topic to consider, and might be a good use of some of the remaining ARPA funds.

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was:  4.7.3 Implement the Urban Forestry Plan
  
When was the last time you looked at the 2007 Community Forestry Plan? Do you know what the goals are? Should the Town have
an urban forestry plan?

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was:  4.7.4 Implement the EAB Preparedness Plan  

The WCC has strong views on this topic. Positively the Town is protecting a few ash trees around its public buildings, at Mud Pond
and at Catamount. 

A policy / goal of the 2016 Town Plan was:  4.7.5 Establish a Town Nursery  

What do you think about this? It would require investment and staffing but other towns do this and use it to supply their municipal
needs. How important is this?
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To make the town look nice with flowers in public spaces. 

4.8 - Williston in Bloom

What do you think the objective should be?
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Yes, I think this is an important program - it is a nice way to demonstrate to residents and transients that the Town cares about the appearance of 
our public spaces and roadways. And the flowers are nice to look at while we're sitting at the increasing number of red lights in the Tafts 
Corners/Route 2A corridor area.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

The 2016 objective was: 4.8: The Town of Williston will continue to support the Williston-in-Bloom program

Should the Town retain/improve this policy or provide more definitive support?
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