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5.3.4.3 Policy- New Addition and Outbuilding Materials Standard 637 

The HAAC, Planning Commission, and Selectboard will develop and adopt an amendment to 638 

the WDB that explains when, how, and what type of windows, roofing, and siding are acceptable 639 

on new accessory structures and additions to historic structures within the Village Zoning 640 

District.  641 

 642 

5.3.5. Objective- Demolition 643 

Less frequently, there are requests for demolition; usually of an outbuilding or addition to an 644 

historic structure, but occasionally of an entire structure. The most recent full demolition and 645 

replacement of a primary structure was 7760 Williston Road in 2009.  646 

 647 

While the zoning ordinance that was in place prior to the June 2009 adoption of the WDB 648 

contained some requirements for demolition, the current WDB does not. Each proposal for 649 

demolition since 2009 has been reviewed by the HAAC and the DRB with consideration given to 650 

the structural integrity of the structure proposed for demolition as well as its importance on the 651 

site. The DRB and HAAC have almost always required a letter from a structural engineer or 652 

other building professional stating what the integrity of the structure is and what the feasibility is 653 

of saving it. However, this has been a somewhat ad hoc process and the staff in the planning 654 

office struggles to give property owners and potential buyers of properties in the village 655 

guidance. The policies below identify components and decision points for the town that will lead 656 

to more precise and predictable standards and processes for proposed demolition in the village.  657 

 658 

5.3.5.1 Policy- Demolition Process and Standards  659 

The HAAC, Planning Commission, and Selectboard will develop and adopt an amendment to 660 

the WDB that identifies the process applicants who wish to demolish historic structures or 661 

portions of historic structures will follow. This amendment will include specific language about 662 

when and how the input of a historic preservation professional will be required where a 663 

demolition is proposed. This amendment will address when and how the retention of historic 664 

structures will be required.  665 

 666 

5.3.5.2 Policy- Requirements and Enforcement of “Demolition by Neglect” Standards 667 

The town currently has no rules related to properties that are allowed to fall into disrepair. This 668 

is a particular concern in the village where more expensive materials are often required when a 669 

structure is repaired, maintained, or modified. This can create a disincentive for some owners to 670 

perform basic maintenance (such as roof or siding replacement) that can lead to the decline of a 671 

structure to the point that it can no longer be saved. The HAAC, Planning Commission, and 672 

Selectboard will develop and adopt an amendment to the WDB that addresses standards and 673 

enforcement procedures for “demolition by neglect” situations. Town officials will also monitor 674 

buildings and work to connect their owners with funding opportunities to prevent deterioration. 675 

While this is a particular concern in the village, the town may wish to consider whether such 676 

requirements should be applied outside the VZD.  677 

 678 

  679 


