
DECKS & PATIOS CHECKLIST: WDB Chapter 20

Applicant Administrator Administrative permit applications for decks and patios must include
a dimensional drawing (i.e. scaled site plan) that illustrates:

north arrow

all property lines

height, dimensions, and location of all existing and proposed buildings,
driveways, parking areas, and accessory structures 

existing and proposed setbacks from all property lines, roads,
watercourses, and wetlands

Applicant Administrator The following standards must be met by the applicant of a deck or
patio:

Dimensional Standards. Decks and patios must comply with the
setbacks and sizing standards of this bylaw. Applicants must provide a site
plan drawn to scale and in sufficient detail to demonstrate compliance with
this standard.

In the Village. Check with town staff to learn if a Certificate of
Appropriateness is required. Decks/patios that are minimally visible or
invisible from the street may not require a Certificate of Appropriateness
(CoA/HP). 

Building Code. The Town of Williston does not regulate deck or railing 
height or distances.

A deck is an above-grade outdoor living space that is open to the sky, although it may be temporarily covered 
by an awning or partially covered by a ramada. A patio is an at-grade outdoor living space that is open to the 
sky. If a deck or patio is covered by a roof, it becomes an addition and is subject instead to the 
RESIDENTIAL ADDITIONS CHECKLIST. If one of these spaces is detached from the dwelling, it becomes 
an accessory structure and is subject instead to the ACCESSORY STRUCTURES CHECKLIST.  The 
applicant must initial each box, indicating the required information has been provided, and that the described 
standard has been met. The Administrator must then confirm that the application is complete or return this 
checklist to the applicant indicating what information remains to be provided.

An Administrative Permit is required for any deck or patio that covers more than 120 square feet. Decks and 
patios that are less than 120 square feet are still required to meet setback, height, and other requirements of 
the bylaw. Placing a 100 square foot patio within a side yard setback would be a violation, subject to 
enforcement, as provided by WDB Chapter 7.

Use this checklist to prepare  materials (i.e. site plan) to accompany the Adminstrative Permit Application 
Form. If a professionally-prepared scaled site plan is not available in your records or the P&Z Tax Parcel 
Files, use the interactive map to print one: https://www.axisgis.com/willistonvt/
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