
January 4, 2021 
  
 
Town of Williston 
c/o Development Review Board 
7900 Williston Road 
Williston, Vermont 05495 
 
Re: DP 21-09 
 
To the Development Review Board: 
 
Contained within this letter are comments regarding the application before your Board for the property at 
8397 Williston Road.  My comments will detail how this proposal is not in keeping with the character of the 
Eastern portion of Williston, and its feasibility with existing infrastructure. 
 
Before the proposed 8 unit, 8,640 square foot building by Gene Gauthier was submitted, similar rendering 
and proposals had been drawn up. If my memory serves correctly, when our previous neighbor Les Griffith 
inquired, the property could only support sewer and wetland setbacks for a total of 5 units. The existing 
home at 8397 has 3 units, meaning the property could only support 2 more units, not 8. Without surveying 
the existing neighborhood and building orientation, the proposed building already is overwhelming for this 
site’s infrastructure.   
 
Multi-family block housing, beyond an apartment within a previously single-family home, does not exist 
along Route 2 from the top of French Hill to the beginning of the village at the historic foot bridge over 
Allen Brook. The following is a residential house census of that portion of Town.  In a couple of cases, I 
have used former owner names – for that I apologize. 
 
 Weaver Home  single family 
 Dwyer Home  single family 
 Lapierre Home single family 
 Lewis Home  two family (1 rental) 
 Johnson Home  single family 
 Fullerton Home single family 
 Ev Lewis Home  single family (rental)  
 Stewart Home  single family 
 Lager/Pigeon Home single family 
 Shoemaker Home single family 
 Morton Home  single family 
 Gauthier Property three family (rental) 
 Reed Home  single family 
 Gibney Home  single family 
 
As is clearly seen, multi-family housing blocks are not the norm at this portion of Town.  Adding an eight-
unit Apartment building would be way out of character.  In fact, there are not any rental properties even 
approaching this size in all of the Eastern portion of Williston – East of the Fire Station – along Route 2.  
 
The actual size of the proposed building, on the hand drawings submitted by the applicant, does not come 
close to the actual scale of what is proposed.  In the application, and in the septic drawings (which date to 
1992), a structure is penciled in, which appears to be smaller that the existing barn.  The existing barn has a 
footprint of approximately 960 square feet. The proposed building is 54 feet deep by 80 feet wide with two 
stories.  This 8,640 square foot structure is massive, and would be larger than every residential building from 



the top of French Hill to the Top of Monastery Hill, along the Route 2 corridor.  It is larger than the Town 
Hall (6,336 sf), Town Hall Annex (5,232 sf), Old Brick Church (4,320 sf) and the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Church (4,410 sf).  In fact, we are not aware of a single structure along this corridor with 80 feet fronting 
Route 2!  The footprint of the proposed building is more than four times the size of the existing barn (4,320 
sf versus 960 sf).  This proposal is not in keeping with the existing landscape, and if approved, runs the risk 
of opening a Pandora’s Box of similar development in the eastern portion of Williston. 
 
I also want to address the tenant census and parking situation.  Until the most recent round of tenants, there 
were 9 individuals living in the existing home, and 5 vehicles parked outdoors.  There appear to be 6 people 
living there now, with 5 cars. Simple extrapolation says there could be as many as 45 persons and 20 
vehicles on this property, should this application move forward.  Is this what the Williston Town Plan 
envisions?  It certainly does not fit in with the historic, agricultural, and quaint East End of Williston. 
 
Put in another context, the current home has 5 bedrooms (I am counting the “studio” as a bedroom attached 
to unit 101A).  The proposed building would add 12 bedrooms for a total of 17.  If I again extrapolate, 5 
bedrooms with 9 individuals moves to 17 bedrooms with 31 people. Wow! In this situation, the cars do not 
change.  If I again look at the many structures along Route 2 from French Hill to Monastery Hill, there are no 
residential structures with 20+ parking spaces. 
 
These are simple and defensible facts which should be considered in reviewing (and, hopefully denying) this 
application.   
 
Further down the road, should the applicant return with another proposal, there are many, many questions to 
be answered – some of which are: 
 
 Setbacks for parking areas 
 

Evaluation of adequate, currently designed, septic, AND the effect of additional septic in an area 
adjacent to a wetland (this property abuts a wetland which feeds into the Allen Brook) 

 
 Stormwater runoff and retention issues (again, has an impact on the wetland) 
 
 Design of any future structure, including building orientation and design in review by the Historic 
and Architectural Advisory Committee 
 
 Building and light screening from Route 2 and neighbors 
 
 Evaluation of the existing septic system – including the applicant providing approved engineering 
plans for its design 
 
 Access and egress onto Route 2 including infrastructure for additional parking spaces 
 

Access for emergency vehicles 
 
 Adequate trash management, versus multiple (often overflowing) containers stored outdoors in view 
of neighbors  
 
 Many other concerns too numerous to list at this time 
 
In summary, we feel this proposal is far out of character with, and too massive for, the eastern portion of 
Williston.  We request that the Development Review Board deny this proposal. 
 



Thank you for allowing comment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ken and Ginger Morton 
8420 Williston Road 
 
 

 


