Memorandum

TO: Rick McGuire, Town Manager
FROM: Ken Belliveau, Director of Planning
DATE: May 16, 2017

SUBJECT: 2016-2024 Williston Comprehensive Plan — Selectboard Review

The Williston Planning Commission has previously transmitted the proposed 2016-2024
Williston Comprehensive Plan to the Selectboard for consideration and possible adoption.
Copies of the draft plan were distributed to all of the members of the Selectboard on February
21 and to a new Selectboard member on May 2, 2017. The planning commission has provided
the Selectboard with an overview of the plan On February 21 and April 18, 2017. Tonight’s
meeting will be the start of the more detailed review of the draft plan.

Overview and Highlights of the Plan

The town’s comprehensive plan is a tool for guiding decisions about land use, including the
development of land as well as the preservation of important natural resources and
environmental quality. It provides a framework and guide for making public investment
decisions for public infrastructure such as roads, water and wastewater systems, and schools.

The proposed 2016-2024 in many ways is a continuation of many of the major goals and
objectives of previous planning efforts in Williston. The plan emphasizes managing the pace
and location of new development, guiding and encouraging high intensity development within a
defined state designated Growth Center in and around Taft Corners, while simultaneously
preserving the town’s rural landscape and natural resources. The plan does call for the
planning commission to complete a review of the town’s current growth management system
with an eye towards considering major revisions.

The 2016-2024 updated much of the demographic information from the previous plan
incorporating the latest information from the U.S. Census. Major revisions to the plan were
made to transportation chapter in light of the State of Vermont’s policy decision to abandon
the long anticipated Circumferential Highway. The plan also added a new chapter on Economic
Development as currently required by state statute.
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Tonight’s Review

The planning commission proposes to begin the detailed review of the plan by discussing the
new demographic information and trends about the town found in the first two chapters, as
well as reviewing the proposed new chapter on economic development.

The commission also requested staff to prepare a guide for the Selectboard highlighting what is
different between the current town plan and the proposed plan. Staff has prepared a table
comparing all of the objectives found in the implementation tables of both the current town
plan and the proposed plan. This table should help reviewer quickly identify differences in the
two documents. Readers should note that a new chapter on economic development was
inserted in the proposed plan as Chapter 7; causing all of the subsequent chapters to be re-
numbered between the current plan and the proposed plan. Going forward the planning
commission would like the Selectboard to identify which portions of the plan they would like
the planning commission to discuss in detail now that the Selectboard has had an opportunity
to read through the draft document.
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