From: Kate Harnish <charnish22 @gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2022 6:40 PM

To: Matthew Boulanger <mboulanger@willistonvt.org>
Subject: Form Based Code Comments

CAUTION: This message was sent from outside the Town’s email system. Use caution when opening external
links/attachments. When in doubt don’t click and follow up accordingly.

Hi Matt,

As you requested | wanted to share a few of my thoughts on the Form Based Code (“the code”) as
currently drafted.

As | noted during the last couple of meetings | am very concerned about the impacts that the code as
drafted may have on Williston.

It is not that | feel that this suggestion is on its face bad, in-fact, in theory I think the proposals sound
pretty good if we were asked to start a town from scratch that was going to operate independently from
within. However, that is not the case. We have a town here that is home to around 10,000 that operates
as a working part of Chittenden county and VT as a whole. It cannot be made anew, we need to try and
work around what is there for the benefit of its residents and those Vermonters who travel here for
work or leisure. | would suggest changes to 3 major points in order to make me more comfortable.

1. Requiring 3-5 story buildings in much of the area is extreme for the commercial and job economy
that VT has. We are not Cambridge, MA and cannot support the same level of growth. As you have
noted many times, there is only one street in the growth center that would require commercial
properties. | am not sure what kind of environment we are creating with only residential building and
nothing for all of those people to do? | would recommend limiting the building height to 3 stories in
most of the space with maybe a small section permitting 4 story building. | also agree that in certain
spaces, 1 story building should be permitted.

2. The amount of green space is also very minimal on the plan and | would ask that we provide more.

3. And as | am sure it is no surprise, | believe that we need to ensure that sufficient parking is provided
for both residential and commercial properties. The United States, let alone VT does not have the
infrastructure to provide sufficient public transportation and to be honest | doubt it ever will. We were
not built the same way as some other countries in which people can operate without personal vehicles. |
feel strongly that we need to do what we can to protect the environment but | believe that will come
more in the nature of better technology for personal vehicles and not the removal of them all together.
Look at NY, which has a subway, buses and thousands of ride share opportunities and you will still notice
that their streets are full. The same is true of Tokyo which has some of the best public transportation in
the world. If people cannot do without vehicles in a place that provides the infrastructure for prolific
public transportation how do we expect VT to ever reach a level where people are not using personal
vehicles when a large portion of its population lives in rural locations. We simply do not, and will not for
a very long time, have the ability to provide the type of public transportation required to remove the
need for personal vehicles. | would ask that we require more parking for all uses.

Thanks for all of your work on this and for all that you do for Williston, it is appreciated.

Sincerely,
Cate
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