
To:
Town of Williston staff, Selectboard, Catamount Community Forest committee
Vermont Land Trust and Vermont Housing & Conservation Board (as easement holders)

From:
Catamount Outdoor Family Center
Executive Director John Atkinson
Board of Directors President: Hans Buehler
Board of Directors Vice President: Alan Cote

The Catamount Outdoor Family Center (COFC) is requesting a revision to the town's forest
management plan to clarify the easement's permitted use of "celebrations" at the Catamount
Community Forest. While the easement allows for celebrations, the current town management
plan is silent on this topic neither allowing or disallowing this. This is in contrast with other
easement allowed uses like snowmobiles and horseback riding, which the management plan
explicitly says are not permitted. Historically weddings were one of the paid activities held on
the property, with a portion of the property actually named the "wedding field." The prior
landowner, who participated in the writing of the easement prior to the sale of the property to the
town, has written a letter to clarify the intent of the inclusion of Celebrations in the easement
specifically was including weddings and more. Additionally as skiing operations are impacted
by climate change, celebrations and weddings will help COFC remain financially viable which is
within both the community and town's interests.

This letter is specifically responding to questions that were the outcome of the Town of Williston
initial consultation with the easement holders to clarify the permitted use of the property for
celebrations, specifically weddings.

1. Size of weddings
2. Frequency of weddings
3. Location of weddings
4. Clarity on how the commercial use would impact the public access on the property

Size of weddings
The size of weddings would vary and may be considered in 2 categories, larger and smaller
weddings

First let's consider larger weddings. The town of Williston's lease agreement with COFC
requires a temporary event permit for certain events including any event larger than 225 people.
Under this, the town of williston would review and approve one at a time, any celebration or
wedding larger than 225 people, or one which meets the other criteria listed below in an excerpt
from the license agreement.



Celebrations/ weddings below 225 people could be held without additional approval by the town,
providing the other TEP thresholds are not triggered. These celebrations/ weddings would be
listed on our website calendar, as required by our License Agreement, to keep the community
informed.

Frequency of weddings
Larger celebrations/ weddings:
The town of williston limits TEP events to a maximum of 12 per year. Other regular annual
events and races already consume some of this allocation, and TEP level celebrations/
weddings would be included in the total. As such the existing limits and individual approvals
would control the number of these larger weddings to likely just a handful of weddings.

Smaller celebrations/ weddings:
There would not be a limit under current policies for the number of small celebrationsweddings
that do not trigger any TEP criteria. It's anticipated there will be some public interest for "non
TEP" weddings, however given the limited nature of amenities, it may not be a large number.
These weddings would have negligible impact to the forest or public access. The interest from
the community to have these types of celebrations/ weddings would be the driver. COFC would
maintain communication with the town at the monthly CCF committees and would be receptive
to future discussion on limiting frequency

Location of weddings
● The current mowed field called the "wedding field" would be the primary location for the

weddings. This field is partially on the CCF property and partially on land leased by the



COFC. It has convenient access to the parking lot across the street and great views of
Camels Hump. This is historically the place where weddings have been held at COFC.
This area is currently mowed and maintained and suitable for a wedding with out any
additional impact. This area is labeled as "Wedding field" in the image.

● The race start/finish lines are also mowed and regularly accommodate weekly races and
other large events. These are labeled by "starting line" on the image.

● The field on top of Goose Hill which affords views across Lake Champlain and the
Adirondacks as well as a view of the green mountains. This was the location of the free
eclipse viewing gathering.

● Finally, it is conceivable that very small ceremonies could be held at destination locations
around the forest including the "lookout". The lookout is today a destination for skiers,
bikers and walkers with smaller groups congregating there comfortably.

There is no intention to modify any portion of the forest or cause any permanent impact as a
result of celebrations or weddings.

Catamount Outdoor Family center has had success and respectful gatherings of large numbers
for other events that allowed for public access, parking, and no complaints from any abutter in
the past 3 years. Celebrations/ weddings would have a lesser impact on public access and
impact on the forest compared to these events and we believe they are a valuable use for the
community of their Town Forest.



Public access to the property impact
For larger weddings, given the existing limit of 12 TEP events annually, and that any large
celebration / wedding would fall within this process and frequency, allowing celebrations/
weddings would conceptually not increase the allowable impact to public access to the property.

For smaller celebrations/ weddings, only the area being used would be restricted from the public
access. Since these limited mowed areas and not sections of trails in the forest, the impact is
very little. The impact on public access would be less even than the the weekly races which
occupy both grass start/ finish line areas, but also 3.2 miles of the trails system.



Draft forest management plan amendment
The amendment to the forest management plan would be consistent with the language used for
Mountain Biking/Fat Biking/Cyclocross and Nordic Skiing

Celebrations
Celebrations may be held at CCF along with tents and other temporary structures for
such events, and event and event sponsorship signage and banners; provided that such
events shall not result in the clearing of any forested areas and provided further that
such events are consistent with the Purposes of the Easement and the Management
Plan. Fees are charged for these activities as provided in the License Agreement
between COFC and the Town of Williston, attached as Exhibit C.

Celebrations may include but are not limited, to birthdays, graduations, reunions,
religious and secular celebrations, weddings and memorials.

COFC staff and board are happy to discuss this in person for any clarification necessary or
adjustments requested to this proposal.

We request the easement holders allow/ support the COFC request that the town of Williston
formalize the allowed use of celebrations/ weddings into the town forest management plan.

Thanks,
Catamount Outdoor Family Center.


