
TOWN OF WILLISTON 

M E M O R A N D U M 
___________________________________________________ 

September 23, 2024 

TO:  Williston Selectboard  

CC:  Erik Wells, Matt Boulanger 

FROM:   Catamount Community Forest Committee (CCFC) 

RE:  Catamount Community Forest Stewardship Fund Request 

Ethan Tapper (Former County Forester) requested $3,000 from the Catamount Community Forest 

Stewardship Fund to hire a consultant to prepare an Invasive Management Plan for the forest. The 

CCFC is recommending that the request be approved by the Selectboard.  

As part of Catamount’s acquisition, the Trust for Public Land set aside $20,000 in a Stewardship Fund. 

Following the recent forest management project timber proceeds of $18,800 were added to it. To 

date the Selectboard has approved 1 request: $3,000 on treating invasives following the forest 

management project (to be spent in the coming spring and fall).  

In August 2021 the Selectboard and CCFC adopted a Priority Policy and Approval Procedure for the 

fund. To be eligible to receive funds a proposal must further the fund goals and the Forest 

Management Plan. The process is that a proponent submits their request to the CCFC who review it 

against the Stewardship Fund Priority Policy. The CCFC will then make a written recommendation to 

the Selectboard.  

The request was reviewed at the CCFC meeting on February 8, 2024. The proposal furthers several 

Management Plan goals, specifically it: 

• Will help contain and reduce the current populations of invasive plants and help prevent 

further infestation from invasive species in the future.  

• Will help protect native biodiversity, as invasive species outcompete native plants. 

• Will help maintain a healthy and productive forest, and encourage a diversity of native 

species.  

• Will help educate forest users about forest health.   

In addition the CCFC finds that: 

• The proposal closely adheres to the Forest Management Plan priorities. 

• There are currently no other funds available for the proposal. 

• Funding the proposal does not preclude resources being available for other projects and does 

not require any new one time or ongoing expenses.  

• It reinforces conservation priorities. 

• It is consistent with the conservation easement. 

The Catamount Community Forest Committee recommend the Selectboard approve the request to 

spend $3,000 from the stewardship fund to develop an Invasives Management Plan.   


