Memo DATE: July 23, 2019

TO: Williston Selectboard
FROM: Erik Wells, Assistant to the Town Manager
RE: ADVISORY BALLOT INITIATIVES

The Williston Selectboard has been approached with resident petition backed advisory
articles for consideration at Town Meeting over the years. The idea of a formal
Selectboard policy or procedure covering these items was raised last winter. The
guestion before the Selectboard tonight is to discuss the nature of advisory articles and
what, if any, formality should be put in place to address them in the future.

Included with the agenda are FAQ’s from the Vermont League of Cities and Towns
(VLCT) that outline the legal requirements for resident petitioned articles. The
Selectboard, with the exception of a few specific instances, is not legally required to
place an item as a question for Town Meeting from a petition containing signatures
from at least 5% of the registered voters. This can run contrary to public perception
regarding article petitions. Additionally, the public can have an expectation that an
advisory article is binding when that is not the case. These issues have played out in the
communities of Burlington and South Burlington in recent years. Also included is an
article from VLCT on the Vermont Supreme Court ruling on Skiff v. South Burlington
School District regarding the name of the district’s sports teams, and the 2007 ruling on
Clift v. City of South Burlington.

In the past, the Town of Williston has placed non-binding advisory items on the Town
Meeting warning, most recently with a 2018 article on the State Comprehensive Energy
Plan. A complete listing of advisory articles from the last 20 years is included on the
following page.

VLCT was contacted to inquire whether any other Towns have a put a policy related to
petitioned ballot items in place for reference. VLCT was not aware of any such instances,
but recommends that a policy would be an acceptable approach. Included is the email
response from VLCT.

Staff requests feedback on this topic and what, if any, next steps the Selectboard would
like to consider on this matter.
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Town Meeting Advisory Articles 1998-2018

Town Meeting 1998 Article 8 (Floor Vote):

Shall the Town resolve that the Congress be hereby requested to redirect sufficient
amounts of money from the military budget to the several states to help address the
critical needs of educating our children, eliminating hunger, providing housing,
improving transportation, protecting our environment, and obtaining a decent level of
health care and safety for all our citizens, thereby increasing our security and well-
being?

Town Meeting 1999 Article 6 (Floor Vote):

Shall the Town urge its state representatives to consider the following changes to Act
60?

Revise the local option tax provisions to ensure Williston’s eligibility
Exempt local tax stabilization agreements from education property tax payments
Lower Williston’s required contribution to the state sharing pool

Eliminate future capital debt from per pupil costs

LA LN R

Provide for local collection of education property taxes

Town Meeting 2002 Article 7 (Floor Vote):

Shall the voters of Williston endorse the Earth Charter, a document commissioned by the
United Nations, and written by representatives from fifty-one countries that sets forth
sixteen principles for ensuring a sustainable world? Further, shall they recommend that
the Town of Williston, the State of Vermont, and the United States of America use the
Earth Charter to guide decision-making on issues of local, state, national and
international importance?

Town Meeting 2010 Article 6 (Australian Ballot):

Shall the Town of Williston replace the four-way stop at the intersections of Route 2, Oak
Hill Road and North Williston Road with construction of a round-about?

Town Meeting 2012 Article 4 (Floor Vote):

In light of the United States Supreme Court Citizen’s United decision, shall the town of
Williston vote to urge the Vermont Congressional Delegation and the United States
Congress to propose a United States Constitutional amendment for the States’
consideration which provides money that is not political speech, that corporations are
not persons under the United States Constitution, that the General Assembly of the State
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of Vermont pass a similar resolution, and that the town send its resolution to Vermont
State and Federal representatives within thirty days of passage of this measure?

Town Meeting 2018 Article 4 (Floor Vote):

Shall the voters adopt a resolution in support of the state working towards implementing
their Comprehensive Energy Plan, supporting development of renewable resources and
ensuring that the phasing out of the fossil fuel infrastructure is fair and equitable and in
addition, encouraging the Town’s continuing efforts to implement energy efficiency
measures and preserving town lands for future generations?



