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                         TOWN OF WILLISTON 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 

    July 28, 2015, 7:30 PM 

Town Hall Meeting Chamber 

 

                Minutes approved August 25, 2015 as written. 

Digitally Recorded Minutes are available in the Planning & Zoning Offices, 7878 Williston Road or the Town 

Clerk’s Offices located at 7900 Williston Road.  The minutes are also found on the Williston Town website. 

 

DRB members present: Scott Rieley (chairman); Brian Jennings; John Bendzunas; David Turner; 

John Hemmelgarn; Rebecca Tharp; and Peter Kelley.  

 

Absent: 

 

Staff: Carol Daigle and Matthew Boulanger. 

 

Others: Ms. Katie Devitt; Mr. Mike Maheu; and Mr. Andrew Gill. 

 

 

I.    Public Forum 

 

II.  Public Hearings 

 

III. Minutes  

 

IV. Communications or Other Business 

 

V.  Adjournment 

 

 

7:30 P.M.  Public Hearing 

 

I. Public Forum 

II. Public Hearings  

Agenda:  

DP 15 – 27:  O’Brien Brothers Agency, 1855 Williston Road, South Burlington, is requesting 

Discretionary Permit review for exterior renovations to add additional drive-in garage doors 

and eliminate 5 parking spaces for conversion to outdoor storage space at 74 Armand Lane in 

the Industrial Zoning District West (IZDW) (Staff: M. Boulanger) 

 

APP 15-04: Kevin Brochu, 76 Slate Barn Drive, Appeals the issuance of an Administrative 

Permit AP 13-0270 to Alex and Kathy Pintair for the elimination and relocation of a 
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residential driveway at 7997 Williston Road in the Village Zoning District (VZD). (Staff: K. 

Belliveau) (per request Mr. Brochu this appeal is continued to August 25
th

 DRB meeting) 

 

I. Minutes from July 14, 2015 DRB meeting 

 

II. Communications, Final Plans and Other Business 

 

HP 16-01, Katie and McKew Devitt, request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct 

a sun porch at 8210 Williston Road in the VZD.  

 

III. Minutes from July 14, 2015 DRB meeting 

IV. Communications, and Other Business 

V. Adjournment 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7:34 P.M. Opened public forum 

7:34 P.M. Opened public hearing 

DP 15 – 27:  O’Brien Brothers Agency, 1855 Williston Road, South Burlington, is requesting 

Discretionary Permit review for exterior renovations to add additional drive-in garage doors and 

eliminate 5 parking spaces for conversion to outdoor storage space at 74 Armand Lane in the 

Industrial Zoning District West (IZDW) (Staff: M. Boulanger) 

Representing the application was Mr. Andrew Gill, O’Brien Brother’s Agency Inc., 1855 

Williston Road, South Burlington. 

 

Mr. Boulanger briefly reviewed staff notes for the board and applicant. The application is for 

eliminating five existing parking spaces to allow for outdoor storage for truck bodies and other 

parts for assembly. This is similar to outside storage approved at a Krupp Drive business some 

years ago.  Outdoor sales and displays are allowed only with DRB site plan approval.  The 

application also asks to eliminate two loading docks (ramp space to be filled in), to install four new 

overhead doors and some minor interior renovations for office space.  The remainder of the space 

will be used for manufacturing and installation work.  The existing landscaping is a mature 

buffered type II with well established (20 +/- year old) mature buffer on the sides and rear.  The 

proposed storage would occur on existing pavement.  The parking space count, minus the five 

spaces, would leave 18 parking spaces.  At 14,000 sf building and with one space per 1,000, the 18 

spaces would be sufficient.  Staff would require an ADA parking space on the final site plans.  The 

Williston Fire Chief asked a new key box be installed and signage for the gas meter, standpipe 

connection etc., be added as well. 
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Mr. Gill explained an existing tenant was expanding and needed more room.  He pointed out there 

was an existing ADA parking space; however it was not marked on the site plans. He would add it 

to the final plans. 

 

Mr. Boulanger pointed out the conditions were really boiler plate conditions; however he 

recommended the board consider an addition for requiring the ADA parking be marked on the site 

plans. 

 

Williston Fire Department    FIRE / EMS 

MEMO 

To: DRB Staff 

 From: Kenneth N. Morton, Jr., Fire Chief 

 Date: June 24, 2015 

Re: DP 15 – 27  O’Brien Brothers Agency @ 74 Armand Lane 

             

 

The Fire Department has completed review of the above referenced project and offers the following: 
 
A key safe box was owned by the previous tenant and mounted on the building.  If the box is not present at time of 
occupancy by the new tenant, a new box will need to be purchased and installed.  Other conditions related to the Fire 
Department Plan Review Standard (marking of gas meter, standpipe connection, etc.) also apply.  
 
Thank you for including the Fire Department in the review process. 

 

Staff Notes 

Williston Development Review Board – July 28, 2015 

DP 15-27     74 Armand Lane Outdoor Storage  

74 Armand Lane 

 

Application No: DP 15-27 Name: 74 Armand Lane Outdoor Storage  

Tax Parcel #: 07:074:003.000 Property Address: 74 Armand Lane 

 

Zoning District: Industrial Zoning District West 

(IZDW) 

 

 

Overview:  
This is a request for a discretionary permit to establish an outdoor storage/work area at an existing 

industrial site at 74 Armand Lane in the IZDW. The applicant proposes to use the storage area for 

truck bodies and other parts that are delivered on to the site for assembly.  
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The applicant is also proposing to eliminate two loading docks and replace them with a roll-up door 

and a new pedestrian door. Existing office space in the building will be eliminated and relocated 

within the building. The remainder of the building will be used for manufacturing and the 

installation of the truck bodies.  

 

Permit History: 

This is the first time the DRB has reviewed this proposal. The site was originally developed in the 

mid 1990’s. 

  

Recommended Action: 

Staff recommends approval of this discretionary permit with findings of fact, conclusions of law, 

and conditions of approval as noted below. 

 

Planning Staff Comments: 

Planning staff recommends that the project as proposed appears to comply with the requirements of 

the Williston Development Bylaw, with specific comments and exceptions noted below: 

 

Use: 

Per the Williston Development Bylaw (WDB) 36, outdoor storage is allowed in the IZDW, but it 

must occur outside of the setbacks for the zone and can only be approved by the DRB as a 

discretionary permit. Outdoor storage is generally permitted only in “side or rear yards.”  

 

Setbacks and Landscaping and Buffering: 

The entire outdoor storage area is proposed over existing pavement and the entire site is currently 

buffered with a Type II landscaped buffer. The storage area is not proposed to be fenced.  

 

Parking and Traffic: 

This proposal will eliminate 5 parking spaces, leaving a total of 18 parking spaces. The building is 

approximately 14,000 square feet in size. At 1 parking space per 1,000 square feet as required by 

WDB 14, the site will still have enough parking spaces. Staff would recommend that one ADA 

accessible space be designated on the final plans.  

 

Review by other Boards and Departments 

Staff did receive comment from the Williston Fire Department (attached) requesting that their 

access to the building via a “Knox Box” be maintained.  

 

Staff Recommendations: 

Staff recommends the following Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, and Conditions of 

Approval: 

 

Findings of Fact: 
1. The applicant is proposing to establish an outdoor storage/work area at an existing industrial site at 

74 Armand Lane in the IZDW. The applicant proposes to use the storage area for truck bodies and 

other parts that are delivered on to the site for assembly.  

2. The applicant is also proposing to eliminate two loading docks and replace them with a roll-up door 

and a new pedestrian door. 

3. Outdoor storage is an allowed us in the IZDW with a discretionary permit from the DRB. 

 

Conclusions of Law: 

1. The proposed outdoor storage can be approved. No outside display or storage may take place in the 

street setbacks. 
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Conditions of Approval  

 

1. The applicants shall file final plans for approval and signature by the DRB or Administrator as 

delegated within one year from the date of the notice of determination of the decision of the DRB, or 

this approval shall be considered null and void as required by WDB 6.9.1.  All development of the 

subject property shall be in conformance with the Final Plans approved by this permit unless 

otherwise authorized by the DRB, as specified under WDB 6.10.  

 

2. Following the signing of final plans, the applicants shall first obtain an administrative permit(s) prior 

to starting any work proposed as part of this project.  

 

3. Prior to obtaining any administrative permits associated with this development proposal, the 

applicant shall provide full payment of any required impact fees as specified under WDB Chapter 45 

and the Williston Impact Fee Ordinance. 

 

4. Prior to obtaining Administrative Permits for this development proposal, the applicant shall obtain 

any necessary sewer allocation for the proposed development and shall provide documentation of 

allocation with their permit application. 

 

5. No occupancy or use of the site shall take place until a Certificate of Compliance has been issued 

signifying that all conditions of any required permits from the Town have been satisfied.  

Verification that the Fire Department’s comments have been satisfied shall also be required prior to 

the issuance of a Certificate of Compliance. 

 

6. All mechanical equipment and utility connections including but not limited to HVAC, water, gas, 

antennae, and electrical meters and connections shall be fully screened from public view, unless 

otherwise authorized by the DRB, as required by WDB 18.12. 

 

7. The applicant shall obtain any and all required permits and authorizations as required by either the 

State of Vermont or the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers prior to commencing any work in association 

with this project as specified by WDB 1.3.1, and shall provide documentation of any applicable state 

or federal permits. 

 

8. This approval incorporates by reference all application forms and checklists, the plans and drawings 

presented by the applicant, and all verbal representations made by the applicant at the Development 

Review Board meetings and hearings regarding the subject application to the extent that they are not 

in conflict with other conditions or regulations WDB 1.3.4. 

 

9. ADA parking space shall be indicated on final site plans. 

 

 

MOTION 

 

 As authorized by WDB 6.6.3, I, Brian Jennings, move that the Williston Development Review 

Board, having reviewed the application submitted and all accompanying materials, including 

the recommendations of the town’s staff and the advisory boards required to comment on this 

application by the Williston Development Bylaw, and having heard and duly considered the 

testimony presented at the public hearing of July 28 2015 accept the Findings of Fact and 

Conclusions of Law proposed by staff and approve DP 15-27 for the proposed outdoor 

storage.  
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 This approval authorizes the applicant to file final plans, obtain approval of those plans from 

staff, and then seek an administrative permit for the proposed development, which must 

proceed in strict conformance with the plans on which this approval is based. 
 

Condition #9 was added: ADA parking space shall be indicated on final site plans. 

 

SECONDED by John Bendzunas   VOTE:   7 – 0  AYES 

No one spoke from the audience concerning this application. 

 

7:40 P.M. closed public hearing for DP 15 – 27. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

IV. Communications and Other Business 

 

HP 16-01, Katie and McKew Devitt, request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a sun 

porch at 8210 Williston Road in the VZD. 

 

Representing the application was Ms. Katie Devitt, 8210 Williston Road, and Mr. Mike Maheu, 

Box 202, Ripton, VT 05766.   

 

Mr. Boulanger described this location as being the Carpenter house, as it is known in Williston,  just a bit 

south of the Oak Hill and Williston Road intersection, on the west side of the road. The request is for a 

screened porch/sunroom on the back of the dwelling.  A previous owner had removed a shed addition, with 

the board’s approval, in the same location. The sunroom would have clapboard siding with pine trip and 

would match the existing home. 

  

HAAC’s longest conversation was about the triangular windows and suggested they be replaced by 

rectangular windows or by treating the gable end with clapboards instead of windows. They felt there was 

no historical value to the triangular windows. They agreed with the materials proposed wood siding with the 

same reveal as the house and lattice at the base. They recommended a hand railing for the stairs at the 

entrance to the porch. The fourth recommendation was to submit a scaled elevation comparing the roof 

pitches on the sought side for DRB review. 

 

Mr. Maheu brought a drawing of the pitch of the roof line. He talked with the Devitts about the triangle 

windows. The windows are important to them for the additional light. They didn’t want a big gable end.  

 

Ms. Devitt said rectangular windows would be better than a blank gable.  

 

When asked about arched windows, Mr. Maheu responded the arched windows didn’t appeal to the Devitts, 

and there was a center beam that would have to be moved.  He mentioned a transom window.  The Devitts 

had been out of town and there had been little time to talk about other possibilities. 
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Mr. Rieley suggested they come back in a month to allow some time to research windows in order to 

replicate the time period for the style of the house. He couldn’t ever recall a square or triangular window in 

an older house. 

 

Ms. Devitt pointed out the back porch was shorter than the front of the building. The kitchen, in the back, is 

smaller than the width of the house, and was renovated three years ago. She understood when the former 

owner was allowed to demolish the shed they would be putting something up in its place. 

 

Board members had questions about the location of rooms; had the shed been two stories; what rooms 

would be affected with the roof and screened addition.  Several spoke against the triangular windows as 

being inappropriate. The center beam/post between the wall windows was not appealing to some members. 

The discussion continued about a redesign, weight-bearing beams, walls and windows. There was 

agreement for allowing additional light be added, but differed on the window treatment.  Several members 

agreed with the chairman who had suggested the applicant come back to the next DRB meeting with a 

redesign of the windows/porch.  The discussion continued on the porch gable roof and a shed roof with 

hips.  The idea of the peaked roof was to be able to let more light into the porch. 

 

Ms. Devitt briefly talked about  potentially a full length screening without a knee wall. 

 

The chairman again suggested they come back with some different plans. When Ms. Devitt was informed if 

she didn’t agree to come back with new ideas the permit would be denied, she agreed to return before the 

DRB.  Mr. Boulanger asked for some direction from the board about the amount of changes that might be 

proposed and the HAAC review.  Mr. Rieley suggested if they come back with one or two of the 

suggestions made by board members, it should be ‘ok’. If they totally redesigned it, he felt it should go back 

before HAAC again. 

 

Ms. Devitt agreed to continue the hearing to the August 25
th
 DRB meeting. 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Town of Williston 

Development Review Board 

Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee  

Staff Notes 

July 20, 2015 (HAAC) July 28, 2015 (DRB) 

 

 

HP 16-01 Certificate of Appropriateness requested by Katie and McKew Devitt to 

construct an attached screened porch to an existing structure at 8210 Williston Road.  

 

This is a request for a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a screened porch on the 

south side of an existing historic structure at 8210 Williston Road.  
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HAAC Recommendations:  

 

Staff recommends that the DRB issue a certificate for the project with conditions of approval as 

recommended by the HAAC at their meeting of July 20, 2015 

 
1. Address the triangular windows as proposed by replacing them with rectangular windows or by 

treating the gable-end with clapboards instead of windows.  
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2. Materials as proposed- wood siding, same reveal as existing house, lattice at the base.  

3. A handrail is recommended for the stairs.  

4. Applicant is to submit a scale elevation comparing the roof pitches on the south side for the 

DRB review.  
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No one spoke from the audience concerning this application. 
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8:06 P.M. continued hearing for HP 16 – 01: Certificate of Appropriateness for 8210 

Williston Road to August 25
th

. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

V.  Adjournment 

 

MOTION: 

John Bendzunas made the motion to adjourn the meeting. 

 

      SECONDED by: John Hemmelgarn                 VOTE:  7– 0 AYES 

 

8:09 P.M. The meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

For further information, please call the Planning & Zoning offices at 878-6704 or visit the offices 

in the Annex at 7878 Williston Road.   

 

*See attached plans for DP 15 – 27 O’Brien Brothers – 74 Armand Lane  
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