
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 

ENERGY COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

June 22, 2022 

 

*Meeting held in the Town Annex Conference room and by teleconference (Zoom). 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Reed Parker, Vice Chair Samantha Lash, Dar Gibson, Maria 

Gingras*, Kevin Thorley, and Matt Wood 

ADMINISTRATION: Melinda Scott, Energy & Community Development Planner and 

Erin Dickinson, HR Coordinator / Assistant to the Manager 

ABSENT: Member Kevin Batson 

OTHERS PRESENT:  None 

 

*Left meeting at 7:43 p.m. 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

Chair Reed Parker called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 

 

2. Public Comment  

 

There was no public comment. 

 

3.  Approve Draft June 8, 2022, Meeting Minutes 

 

The Committee reviewed the draft June 8, 2022, meeting minutes. Samantha Lash made a 

motion to approve the minutes as presented. Kevin Thorley seconded the motion. The 

motion was carried with a 6-0 vote.  

 

Sam extended congratulations to the Planning Department and Planning Commission for 

their Vermont Planning Association Project of the Year Award for the Williston Taft 

Corners Vision & Form Based Code Project.  

 

4.         July 4th Participation 

 

The Committee will participate in the Town’s Independence Day Parade and will have 

three electric vehicles in the procession. Kevin will send out an email to members to 

coordinate final preparation of signage/banners planned for Sunday (July 3) morning.  

 

5. Brian Forrest Petition 

 

Resident Brian Forrest sent a petition seeking the Committee’s endorsement of a request 

for the town to hire a tree warden who has the knowledge of how to properly care for 

trees. Currently, the Director of Public Works is the Town’s Tree Warden. 

 

Melinda Scott noted that in 2015, the Town developed an Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) plan 

that helps guide the Tree Warden in deciding ash trees to remove. The plan also identified 

several ash trees to protect that have significant cultural or aesthetic value. The Director 
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of Public Works hires an arborist to inject those trees with pesticide to protect them 

against the EAB.  

  

Reed noted that the Catamount Community Forest Committee has studied the EAB issue 

and worked to inoculate several trees for protection. Reed also noted that town has 

consulted with Chittenden County Forester Ethan Tapper regarding the issue.  

 

Sam mentioned that there are available grants for tree protection and the town should 

leverage them when appropriate.  

 

Reed and Melinda will work on a response to Brian based on the Committee’s discussion.  

 

6.  Weatherization Event 

 

Reed and Melinda proposed that the Committee might consider hosting a weatherization 

event later this summer or early fall. They cited a similar event that the Town of Essex 

Energy Committee recently held at Lowe’s where people were encouraged to stop by and 

learn about rebates and incentives for weatherization as well as rebates on heat pumps.  

 

Melinda also mentioned the possibility of doing targeted weatherization outreach based 

on how residents heat their homes. Sam mentioned helping elevate awareness for existing 

weatherization resources.   

 

7. Discuss Topics for Next Agenda  

 

Reed and Matt will not be in attendance for the next meeting, scheduled for July 13. Reed 

will poll to see if there will be a quorum. If there is not, then the meeting time could 

possibly be used as a working session.  

 

Kevin noted that for a future meeting, it would be good to work on the event planning 

working documents. 

 

8. Other Business 

 

Melinda presented several outreach materials she created. 

 

Kevin provided an update on his participation last week at the Isham Family Farmer’s 

market. He noted that for the Committee could use the table on July 12 and/or July 19. 

Kevin will distribute a sign-up sheet.  

 

Reed stated the Committee’s second article was submitted for the Williston Observer. He 

noted that the by-line will go to the Committee member who initiates each article. The 

Committee discussed possible future article subjects, and it was agreed that future articles 

should go into a bit more detail on EVs and other means of electrification. Kevin offered 

to start an article on EVs. Dar suggested he could write an article on his “heat pump 

journey.”  
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Sam asked the Committee if they wanted to participate in the “Share Your Voice!” 

opportunity regarding the Chittenden County Active Transportation Plan. Kevin offered 

to post the comment opportunity on Front Porch Forum.  

 

The Committee acknowledged this as Sam’s last meeting and thanked her for her 

exceptional expertise and service. Reed stated someone will need to replace Sam as Vice 

Chair. He will reach out to members, and members can respond on whether they are 

interested in taking on this responsibility. Then at the next meeting with a quorum of 

members, the Committee can consider the appointment and take a vote.  

 

9. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:02 p.m. 


