TOWN OF WILLISTON
ENERGY COMMITTEE
UNOFFICIAL - MEETING MINUTES
July 13, 2022

*Held in the Town Annex Conference room and by teleconference (Zoom).

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dar Gibson, Maria Gingras, and Kevin Thorley

ADMINISTRATION: Melinda Scott, Energy & Community Development Planner and
Erin Dickinson, HR Coordinator / Assistant to the Manager

ABSENT: Chair Reed Parker, Kevin Batson and Matt Wood

OTHERS PRESENT: Bonnielee Hooper of Local Motion

1. Meeting Start
The unofficial meeting began at 6:33 p.m.

2. Unofficial Public Comment

Bonnielee Hooper, of Local Motion, offered her expertise in helping Williston be more
bicycle and walker accessible. She noted that Local Motion has a small amount of grant
money that could possibly be used for relevant and simple physical infrastructure
projects.

3. Work Session

Those in attendance reviewed the draft for the Committee’s next Williston Observer
article, which focuses on going solar. The group made several small edits, but overall,
noted the draft is in good shape.

Kevin Thorley mentioned he has a future Williston Observer article drafted that is a
follow-up on electric vehicle information and is written in a question & answer format.

Members next discussed outreach ideas. Kevin offered several event ideas that the
Committee could potentially partner with Local Motion on. Bonnielee noted that her area
of focus is mainly working with schools. However, she can help the group connect with
other Local Motion employees for non-school transportation items that Local Motion can
help with.

Dar Gibson asked Bonnielee’s opinion on alternate modes of transportation for kids, such
as electric scooters, skateboards, etc. She responded that Local Motion does not take an
official position on these. However, they could possibly be involved with providing more
safety guidance and education for these transportation modes.

Kevin asked if Local Motion has measurable outcome components of their outreach and
services. Bonnielee said they conduct surveys at the beginning and end of the year to
measure outcomes.
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Bonnielee asked how Local Motion can be more supportive to the Town. Melinda Scott
indicated the two of them could connect to discuss this topic. Melinda also expressed that
there is a case to be made for extending e-bike accessibility to Taft Corners and possibly
to Williston’s village area.

The group expressed interest in learning more about the Vermont Walk/Bike Summit,
hosted by the Vermont Agency of Transportation in collaboration with several
participating organizations.

Kevin asked if Local Motion does parent surveys, to which Bonnielee responded that
they do conduct such surveys.

Kevin suggested a future Committee meeting could be devoted to discussing school-
related transportation issues and having Local Motion and a representative from the
school system in attendance so they can work together.

The group moved on to revisit strategic action tools and began work on an outreach-
planning worksheet for a transportation event the group is planning in conjunction with
the National Drive Electric Week that takes place September 23 — October 2, 2022.

4. Discuss Topics for Next Agenda

At the next meeting, the Committee will appoint a Vice Chair. Melinda also noted that
she would like the group to start thinking about creating a work plan for the fiscal year.
Kevin suggested a future agenda item to review the work of the Mobility Committee and
create a plan to pursue grant funding opportunities.

6. Other Business

The group discussed their plan for attending next week’s Isham Farmer’s Market. Kevin,
Dar and Matt Wood will attend on behalf of the Energy Committee. Melinda talked about
measuring outcomes of the event.

9. Adjournment

With no further business, the unofficial meeting ended at 8:02 p.m.



