
September 22, 2023 

 

Holly R. Anderson 

Clerk of the Public Utility Commission 

112 State Street 

Montpelier, VT  05620-2701 

 

Re: Williston E Chip Alley Solar, LLC (GlobalFoundries) Petition for 3.5 MW Solar Array off 

Redmond Road, Williston (case #23-2608-AN) 

 
Dear Ms. Anderson, 

 

The Town of Williston has received the 45-day notice of the above-named application submitted 

by Encore Renewable Energy to develop a 3.5 MW solar array to be located off Redmond Road 

in Williston on a parcel owned by GlobalFoundries, Inc. 

 

The Town has reviewed this project’s conformance with the 2016 Comprehensive Plan (“the 

Plan”) and Enhanced Energy Plan (“the Energy Plan”), which received an affirmative 

determination of energy compliance under 24 VSA § 4352 from the Chittenden County Regional 

Planning Commission. 

 

The Town finds that this project furthers the Williston Energy Plan’s goal to double the amount 

of renewable energy generation sited in Williston. To this end, the Energy Plan states that the 

town will “seek opportunities to encourage Utility-Scale Renewable Energy Projects” such as the 

proposed project. 

 

The Town’s Energy Plan has siting policies to use when deciding whether projects meet the 

orderly development criterion (Policy 6.7). The State of Vermont defines known and possible 

constraints which are protected during the PUC review process. The Town has also identified 

additional local constraints that are discussed in the siting policies as follows. 

 

Siting Policies 

 

Policy 2. Scenic Viewsheds (possible constraint) 

Large scale solar facilities and wind turbines should be located to preserve the scenic quality of 

the viewsheds identified in Chapter 13 of the Comprehensive Plan. The Planning Commission 

and Selectboard will review viewshed relevance to a proposed renewable energy generation 

project on a case-by-case basis. Measures to preserve the scenic quality include, but are not 

limited to, selecting and siting equipment which keeps the project from being the dominant 

feature of a viewshed. The project should be positioned in such a way so that it blends into the 

site. This can be achieved by following state setback requirements and using the natural 

topography to break the mass of the project. 

 

The project area is not located in a mapped scenic viewshed on Map 24b of the 2016 Williston 

Town Plan. Policy 2 does not apply. 

 

Policy 3.  Habitat (possible constraint)  

Development, including energy generation, distribution, storage, transmission facilities and 
fencing, should be carefully located and designed to avoid habitat fragmentation and impacts 
that would demonstrably reduce the ecological function on a parcel in conservation 
areas/wildlife travel corridors/wildlife core habitat. 
 

The project area is within a Significant Wildlife Habitat Area (SWHA) due to its designation as 

Core Habitat on Map 18 of the 2016 Comprehensive Plan. The town is requesting that a Habitat 

Disturbance Assessment (HDA) be prepared by a qualified wildlife biologist and submitted by 

the applicant as part of the application for the Certificate of Public Good. 



 

Policy 4. Watershed Protection Buffers (known constraint) 

Watershed protection buffers shall remain undeveloped with the exception of consolidating 

existing utility infrastructure (See Table 1 in the 2016-2024 Comprehensive Plan for specific 

buffer distances). 

 

The Williston Watershed Health Map and the Vermont ANR Wetlands Inventory map do not 

show any mapped wetlands or advisory wetlands in the project area. The applicant’s notice letter 

shows a wetland buffer so wetlands are suspected.  The town requests that a wetlands delineation 

be prepared by a professional wetland scientist and shown on the site plan submitted with the 

application for the Certificate of Public Good, and that a 50ft buffer be maintained around the 

entire wetland. 

 

Policy 5. Location – The project location meets the intent of the town’s siting policy to “Locate 

energy generation proximate to existing distribution and transmission infrastructure with 

adequate capacity and near areas with high electric load.”  

 

The project narrative states that the project will supply the Global Foundries grid with a direct 

connection to the nearby building. The Global Foundries grid is independent of and not connected 

to GMP’s grid, and thus will not impact the capacity of existing distribution and transmission 

infrastructure of electricity supplied to the town. 

 

Policy 6. Wind Energy System Location 

Not applicable 

 

Policy 7. Historic Districts 

Not applicable. 

 

Policy 8. Utility Lines 

Locate utility lines serving new developments underground and site transmission lines, 

substations, and similar support facilities within existing utility corridors and be placed 

underground except where the presence of bedrock or other environmental constrains makes 

underground installation prohibitively expensive. Careful siting and screening will be required 

for above ground utility lines. Impacts to constraints identified in the constraints section should 

be minimized according to applicable policies in this section and in the comprehensive plan. 

 

The town requests the applicant clarify how the project will be connected to the nearby buildings 

in the filing and recommends that the utility lines be placed underground where feasible and 

located so as to minimize impacts to any identified constraints. 

 

Policy 9. Energy Storage  

Renewable energy generation projects that can accommodate energy storage are strongly 

encouraged.  

 

The town would be interested in whether the proposed project plans to incorporate energy 

storage. 

 

This review is based on the information currently available. The town will review and comment 

on materials submitted as the Section 248 review process continues. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Shayla Livingston and Jill Pardini 

Williston Planning Commission Co-Chairs 


