Fitzgerald Environmental Associates, LLC.

Applied Watershed Science & Ecology

July 7, 2023

Bryan Currier, PE
O'Leary-Burke Civil Associates
13 Corporate Drive

Essex Jct., VT 05452

Re: Wetlands on Glaser Property, Old Stage Road, Williston, VT

Dear Bryan:

This letter summarizes my observations of wetlands in the northern portion of the Glaser property
following our field walk today (7/7/2023). We walked the wooded area in between the proposed
improvements on the Glaser parcel and the Town-owned strip of land to the north of the Glaser property.
The approximate limits of our field review area are outlined below in black on an O’Leary-Burke plan.
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Based on my observations of soils, hydrology, and plants in this area, Class Il wetlands are present and
nearly contiguous throughout. | observed 2-3 small and isolated ridges of upland within this area. |
estimate that jurisdictional Class Il wetlands and buffer zones are present in 95% of the area we walked.
Given how extensive wetlands are in this area, and the Vermont Department of Environmental
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Conservation (VTDEC) Wetland Program Rules for permitting improved trail systems through Class Il
wetlands and buffer zones, it is my opinion that it would be very difficult for the Applicant and/or Town
to permit a formal recreational trail through this area with VTDEC and the Army Corps of Engineers. VTDEC
would require an analysis of alternate sites where impacts could be avoided, and would likely engage the
Town in a conversation around Town-wide alternatives for pedestrian connectivity goals and not solely
opportunities specific to the property.

I've provided some photographs below of the wetland conditions we observed on our walk. The wetland
is generally forested with a shrub/herb understory and evidence of standing water during spring and fall

conditions.

Photo along approximate proposed trail alignment showing wetland conditions in the woods.
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Photo from approximate proposed trail alignment at Glaser-NorthRidge northern property line showing

wetland conditions along the edge of the field.

If you have any questions about my summary, feel free to contact me at (802) 876-7778.

Sincerely,

&=
//(;4 ?
Evan P. Fitzgerald, CPESC, CFM
Principal Hydrologist/Geomorphologist
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