TOWN OF WILLISTON
MOBILITY PROJECTS 
OFFICIAL MAP GROUP 
Meeting Minutes
January 23, 2020 – 6-8pm 
Williston Police Dept. Community Room

Group members present:  David Westman, Stuart Myer, Becky Tharp, Jim Thornton, Hans Beuhler, Cathy Larose
Absent: None
Public:  None

1) CALL TO ORDER

David Westman called the meeting to order at 6 PM. 

2) PUBLIC COMMENT  

No members of public were in attendance 

3) Review Planning Staff’s collated town map of existing and proposed transportation projects
a) Discussion of 24 V.S.A. §4421, “official map” in State of Vermont and role of producing said map for this committee.  (https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/24/117/04421)
b) Identified several topic areas to request clarification from Williston Town staff
i) Who identified the purple areas for “mode shift” locations?
ii) Why are VAST trails not as clearly identified on map as primitive or paved trails?
iii) Non-municipal trails appear as thin green lines, without any explanation in map key.  Can town explain if these are artifacts of the public map, or otherwise.
iv) In future iteration of map, Subcommittee requests an inset view w/higher detail within “development zone” boundary 


4) Identify areas where gaps exist
a) The committee studied the map for the well over an hour, and identified where significant gaps exist in the current pathway and non-vehicular transit routes.
b) Committee identified over 20 locations that are known among committee members as gaps in existing transit opportunities, and committed to further defining and cataloging those gaps at next meeting.
c) Gaps were identified where long or missing portions of paved pathways, sidewalks, primitive trails, mountain biking trails, or high traffic areas without alternative modes of transit exist.
d) Major areas of focus and discussion included:
i) Mountain View Road
ii) Interstate 89 underpass
iii) Improving walkability and family-friendly bike options within the Development Zone, especially along the Route 2 and 2A corridors and intersection.
iv) Future development and connectivity within Development zone to other areas of Williston, including Town Center
v) Improving connectivity with parks and recreation areas, including Catamount Community Forest, Winooski River Canoe launch, Richmond trail networks.  

5) Draw “ideal” connectors on Draft map
a) Many of the locations identified where gaps existed were circled, highlighted, and numbered on the map furnished by Staff
b) Discussion about maintaining balance between creating connectivity and having appearance of unnecessary development; Many want to retain rural character of Town while improving connectivity for all residents.  
i) With the abundance of zoned residential areas on the map, there was some discussion about whether future developments should be theorized while constructing official town map, or if that is premature.
c) Committee agreed that recommendations from the Conservation Commission about primitive trails seemed reasonable, with no need for this committee to second-guess that committee.

6) GROUP LOGISTICS
a) [bookmark: _GoBack]Next meeting will be held at 5:30 2/13/20, Williston PD Meeting room
b) Chair will circulate minutes 
c) Chair or Stuart, or other, will organize locations where gaps exist
d) Chair will set up meeting location with staff, and seek clarification on other logistics.

7) ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned at 8 PM. 


UPCOMING MEETINGS

· 2/13/20; PD Community Room 5:30-6:50; review of descriptions of gaps, report back on team logistics
· TBD: Date, Time, Topic 


For more information about Mobility Project, go to town.williston.vt.us and click on “Departments/ Services, then “Planning & Zoning,” and “Williston Mobility Projects Group,” or stop by the Planning & Zoning Office at 7878 Williston Road or call 802-878-6704.
