
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
April 18, 2011 

DRAFT 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chairman); Jeff Fehrs, Debbie Ingram, Jay 

Michaud, Chris Roy. 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Bruce Hoar, Public Works 

Director; Ken Belliveau, Town Planner.  
OTHERS PRESENT: Jake Mathon, Adam White (Williston Observer). 
 
1. Call to Order 
Chairman Terry Macaig called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
April 4, 2011 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to approve the April 4, 2011 
minutes as written.  VOTING: 4 ayes [Debbie Ingram not present for vote]; motion 
carried. 
 
April 11, 2011 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to approve the April 11, 2011 
minutes with the notation following the call to order that the meeting was the 
Selectboard’s retreat. There was agreement in the future the location of the meeting 
if other than town hall will be noted in the minutes. VOTING: 4 ayes [Debbie 
Ingram not present for vote]; motion carried. 
 
3. Public Comment – General Issues 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
4. Sewer Use Ordinance Amendments 
Bruce Hoar, Director of Public Works, reviewed proposed amendments to the sewer use 
ordinance that are designed to update the ordinance so that it is consistent with other 
existing ordinances including the Sewer Allocation Ordinance and the ordinance, 
Regulation of the Placement of Utility Lines within the Public Road Rights of Way and 
Public Property.  Mr. Roy suggested the ordinance be further changed so that it is gender 
neutral. 
 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to schedule a public hearing on 
the proposed changes to the sewer use ordinance as set forth in the memo from 
Bruce Hoar, Public Works Director and with respect to gender usage as discussed. 
VOTING: 4 ayes [Debbie Ingram not present for vote]; motion carried. 
 
5. Quit Claim Request - South Road 
Bruce Hoar explained in doing the research on the Meadowridge sewer connection that 
the state gave the town rights to South Road, but not ownership of the land underneath 
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the road.  The state will require the town secure an 11-11 permit and request that the state 
quit claim it’s interests in the road with the exception of the emergency access portion. 
 
MOTION by Jeff Fehrs, SECOND by Chris Roy, to request the state quit claim the 
approximately half mile section of South Road (Town Highway #7) to the Town of 
Williston subject to the stipulation requested by the state that should the town ever 
throw up the road the land would revert back to the state. 

DISCUSSION: There was brief explanation of the phrases “quit claim” and 
“throw up the road”. 

VOTING: 4 ayes [Debbie Ingram not present for vote]; motion carried. 
 
6. Meadowridge Agreement 
MOTION by Jay Michaud, SECOND by Chris Roy, to authorize the Town 
Manager to sign the Meadowridge Private Sewer System Improvement Agreement 
between the Town of Williston and the Meadowridge Community Association as 
presented. VOTING: 4 ayes [Debbie Ingram not present for vote]; motion carried. 
 
7. Revolving Loan Fund Application 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to authorize the submittal of an 
“Application for Revolving Loan Funds Construction of a Pollution Control 
Project” for the Old Stage Road and North Williston Road pump station upgrades. 
VOTING: 4 ayes [Debbie Ingram not present for vote]; motion carried. 
 
8. License Agreement – Allen Brook Park/School 
Bruce Hoar explained the contract is ready to be awarded for two recreational fields at 
Allen Brook Park/School. The park project will be done in phases with the first phase 
being the fields.  According to Mr. Hoar, the proposed license agreement is identical to 
the one approved for use of the fields behind Williston Central School. 
 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to authorize the Town Manager to 
sign the license agreement between the Town of Williston and the Williston School 
District for the use of school land behind Allen Brook School to develop a multi-use 
recreational facility. VOTING: 4 ayes [Debbie Ingram not present for vote]; motion 
carried. 
 
9. Sewer Reserve Capacity Analysis 
Ken Belliveau reviewed his memos on the emergency reserve sewage capacity (7% of the 
980,000 gallons per day allocation is held in reserve) and Attachment A (sewer 
allocation). An analysis was done of current sewer flows in town and potential/additional 
demand. Staff’s recommendation is to continue to hold in reserve 7% of the sewer 
capacity. The Essex Junction waste water treatment plant is at 57% capacity so there is 
plenty of available capacity to handle increased flows. There was discussion of available 
capacity, growth management through phasing, and allocation held by developers and not 
yet used.  Maintaining a reserve as a percentage of the total allocation versus specifying a 
volume held in reserve is the industry standard and will ensure the town can handle 
inflows, infiltration, and unanticipated events. 
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MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Chris Roy, to adopt 7% of the total 
available capacity as the reserve to be maintained to cover future increases in 
inflow/infiltration, possible future connections by properties outside the sewer 
service area, and any other unforeseen needs. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion 
carried. 
 
10. Sewer Allocation Ordinance 
Ken Belliveau reviewed Attachment A and the sewer allocation ordinance. Each year 
staff reviews the amount of sewer flow through the system (existing users), the amount of 
sewer allocation committed, and the reserve amount. Per the calculation there is 41,531 
gallons per day of sewer capacity for the coming year. Mr. Belliveau explained the 
allocations in various growth categories, including new industrial/commercial 
development, new residential approved under the residential growth management process 
through the Development Review Board, residential additions/minor subdivisions, 
affordable housing, planned public facilities, pollution abatement, encouragement of 
specific development, and capacity reserve. There was mention of increasing the 
allocation for commercial development (policy decision). Mr. Belliveau noted there are 
some property owners who acquired allocation some time ago and have not as yet used it.  
Mr. Belliveau explained the rationale for capacity planning through 2015 to manage the 
pace of the growth of the town.  Demand is down from past years due to a slow down in 
development. Mr. Roy suggested maintaining a five year window for planning purposes 
and adding 4,000 gallons per day of capacity under commercial development. Jeff Fehrs 
suggested using a past peak amount in planning for the future to ensure there is capacity. 
It was noted affordable housing is incorporated in the new residential allocation. 
 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Jay Michaud, to schedule a public hearing on 
the proposed amendments to the sewer allocation ordinance including Attachment 
A with the following revision: Change the allocation for New Commercial/Industrial 
from 4,000 gpd to 7,500 gpd and that resulting total new allocation being consistent 
with a five year planning window as opposed to the four year planning window that 
was utilized in the memo. 

DISCUSSION: There was mention of being able to transfer unused 
allocation from other categories and that any change in allocation should 
include allocation for affordable housing. Rick McGuire mentioned there are 
a series of changes proposed to the ordinance in addition to Attachment A 
that should be discussed. 
 
FRIENDLY AMENDMENT by Chris Roy, SECOND by Jay Michaud, to 
include all the proposed amendments set forth in the marked up copy of the 
sewer allocation ordinance. 
 
CONTINUED DISCUSSION: Chris Roy further explained reasons for 
modestly increasing the amount of available sewer capacity for 
commercial/industrial development under a five year planning window 
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(having the developer address infrastructure needs, such as grid streets, as 
part of the development and potential to add to the option tax receipts). 
 

VOTING: 3 ayes, 2 nays (Ingram, Fehrs); motion carried. 
 
11. 2011 Comprehensive Plan 
Mr. Belliveau reviewed Chapter 5 (Housing and Growth Management), noting the 
following: 

• Number of houses being built in Williston is approximately 40 per year which is a 
manageable growth rate. 

• Vacancy rate in Williston is 3.8%. 
• Planning Commission is working on revision of the growth management system 

to eliminate large development projects that have not been built holding capacity 
and the town not having capacity for smaller developments that are ready to be 
built (equity and fairness issue). 

• Reaffirm provisions for 56 dwelling units in the growth center, more specific 
growth management criteria, provide for small residential developments, and 
higher density residential development within the growth center. 

• All the available permits have been given for projects in the agricultural and 
residential zones through FY15; there are some permits remaining for the growth 
center through FY15. 

• Per the current zoning map and sewer service area there are not many remaining 
large parcels of undeveloped land in the residential district. 

• Affordable housing is the easiest way to score points in the growth management 
process; having a variety of housing types within a housing project also scores 
points. There are incentives to build affordable housing in the bylaws. 

 
12. Town Manager’s Report 
Rick McGuire reported the following; 

• The financial report as of the end of March, 2011 shows the collection rate for the 
ambulance service is less than what was anticipated (shortfall of approximately 
$50,000 at the end of the year). The difference is in the anticipated collection rate 
versus the actual collection rate.  The difference will be made up on the 
expenditure side of the budget. 

• A public meeting is scheduled for April 21, 2011 on completion of the bike path 
on Old Stage Road from Adams Farm Market to Wildflower Road. 

• Information on the town’s health plan benefits was provided as requested. 
 
13. Other Business 
None. 
 
14. CSWD Appeal of DRB Decision 
Rick McGuire reported the new recycling facility at CSWD will impact the amount of 
host town money paid to Williston because recycling will be pulled from the material so 
tonnages will decrease. Tom Moreau estimates the decrease will be about $6,000. Jeff 
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Fehrs questioned why the town would not be paid for the recycling since the town is paid 
a host town fee for other recycled materials accepted by CSWD 
 
15. Adjournment and/or Executive Session 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:22 PM. 
 
RScty: M.E.Riordan 


