
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
January 10, 2011 

DRAFT 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chairman); Jeff Fehrs, Judy Sassorossi, 

Chris Roy, Ted Kenney. 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Susan Lamb, Finance 

Director; Bruce Hoar, Public Works Director.  
OTHERS PRESENT: Caroline Ford, Yumiko Jakobcic, David Willey, Chris 

Cole, Wayne Elliot, Al Turgeon. 
 
1. Call to Order 
Chairman Terry Macaig called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
Postponed. 
 
3. Public Comment – General Issues 
Welcoming remarks were given by the host of the meeting (Williston Woods). 
 
4. Budget Review 
Winooski Valley Park District (WVPD) 
Yumiko Jakobcic, WVPD Director, reported Williston’s percentage in support of the 
Winooski Valley Park District budget is 10% or $32,000 which is essentially level funded 
from last year. The percentage is based on population and the grand list. The funding will 
support a new educator who will pursue more programs in Williston. WVPD is currently 
working with the Williston Conservation Committee to develop a work plan. There was 
brief discussion of WVPD staffing (full time employees, seasonal employees, and 
Americorp participants). 
 
Chittenden County Transportation Authority (CCTA) 
Chris Cole, CCTA General Manager, gave an update on CCTA and bus service in 
Williston. CCTA Ridership experienced a 64% increase from 2001 to the present. 
Williston service began in fiscal year 2002 and ridership showed a steady increase then 
leveled off in fiscal year 2009.  In fiscal year 2011 significant service upgrades using 
federal funds were implemented in Williston to include service through Williston village, 
15 minute commute times from Williston to Burlington during peak hours, service on 
Saturday and some on Sunday.  There is also connection from Amtrak to Tafts Corners to 
Burlington. Bus shelters are planned along the route in Williston. The assessment for 
Williston as a CCTA member is $175,076 (3% increase) including para-transit service 
(SSTA). There was discussion of SSTA service. Williston’s ADA assessment is level 
funded. ADA entitles users complementary access to the fixed route system (SSTA). 
There was comment made that users of the service should pay for capital improvements 
rather than paying for the improvements via the town’s assessment. There was discussion 
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of the CCTA budget figure. Chris Cole will confirm the budget numbers with the Town 
Manager. 
 
Water Budget 
Bruce Hoar, Public Works Director, reviewed the operating budget for the Water 
Department, noting Champlain Water District (CWD) is proposing a 5.1% increase in the 
wholesale water rate which means an increase from $1.65 to $1.74 per 1000 gallons and a 
9% increase in the retail rate from $2.25 to $3.00 per 1,000 gallons. There was mention 
of past increases in the wholesale rate by CWD due to increased fixed costs and lower 
usage. There was mention of staffing in the Water Department. (the budget includes 
filling an approved position in the water/sewer department to assist with the anticipated 
addition of 60 households in the Meadowridge development on the town sewer system). 
There are no significant capital projects for the Water Department so the capital budget 
shows a decrease. Several projects have been deferred including replacement of the 
town’s water storage tank, replacement of the water main when VTrans does 
improvements to Williston Road at the Industrial Avenue intersection, upgrade of the 
Chamberlin Lane water line, and upgrade of the Mountain View Road water booster 
pump station. 
 
Sewer Budget 
Bruce Hoar reported the sewer rate increase from the Essex Junction Treatment Plant is 
5.41% and that amount combined with other increases in infrastructure costs equal a 
20.4% increase (rate increase from $3.86 to $4.85 per 1,000 gallons). Williston is 
responsible for a share of the bond for the treatment plant refurbishment and also must 
rehabilitate some of the pump stations in town which need attention due to their age. 
There was discussion of revenues versus expenditures in the budget. Correction was 
made to include the Meadowridge connection. There was discussion of the cost of 
additional capacity for the town. Capital projects include the Meadowridge sewer 
connection to be paid by residents of the Meadowridge development, pump station 
upgrades, refurbishment of the tri-town treatment plant, vehicle replacement per the 
schedule, and water and sewer meter reading system. There was brief explanation of 
future plans to test water valves throughout town on a regular basis. 
 
5. Town Meeting Warning 
The draft warning was reviewed. Minor wording edits were made. 
 
6. Town Manager’s Report 
Rick McGuire reported the following; 

• Petitions for elected offices are due 1/24/11 in the Town Clerk’s Office. 
• Meeting on 1/13/11 for the Selectboard to deliberate the budgets. 
• Grant application has been submitted for a highway storm water mitigation 

project on Avenue C to prevent erosion of the road (cost estimated at $167,000 
with local match of $33,000 that is not in the budget). 
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7. Other Business 
 Explanation was given of the letter sent to the Department of Taxes questioning 

the determination of common level of appraisal for Williston. 
 The Selectboard urged ensuring all representatives on town boards and 

committees have a clear understanding of their role and responsibilities. 
 
8. Executive Session and/or Adjournment 
MOTION by Ted Kenny, SECOND by Judy Sassorossi, to go into Executive Session 
to discuss negotiations and the host town agreement, and to invite the Town 
Manager, Rick McGuire, to attend. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
The regular meeting was adjourned and Executive Session convened at 8:45 PM. 
Executive Session adjourned at 9:25 PM. 
 
RScty: M.E.Riordan 


