
Top 20 2025-2033 Williston Comprehensive Plan Actions:  
Matt  Melinda  Dave  Emily   

Seek broad representation on Town Boards and 
Committees by engaging and encouraging 
participation from individuals with diverse 
backgrounds and experiences. (1.2, 1.1.1, 1.2.1))  

Evaluate possibilities for a dedicated funding source 
for the Housing Trust Fund not subject to annual 
budget adjustments so that it can grow steadily over 
time. In addition to payment in lieu for market rate 
projects, this may include a voter approved tax rate, a 
dedicated portion of local options sales taxes, or other 
sources of funding. (6.2.3)  

Evaluate grant and funding alternatives and prioritize 
park scoping and development in the capital planning 
programs. (8.1.2)  

Prioritize new and enhanced public “third places” in 
capital planning for recreation facilities schedule. 
(2.1.3)  

Evaluate Williston’s current growth and sewer 
allocation policies to support the Vision, Goals, and 
Objectives of the Comprehensive Plan, amending 
these as needed. Evaluate revisions to the Sewer 
Allocation Ordinance so the methodology 
accurately reflects the existing capacity and the 
town’s priorities for development. The current 
Sewer Allocation Ordinance divides up available 
capacity based on type of use. Whereas adding 
spatial prioritization (Growth Center vs. Residential 
zones Vs. Industrial Zones) may be more directly in 
line with Town Plan goals. (4.2.1, 9.1.2)  

Support non-profits like Champlain Housing Trust, 
Evernorth, and Green Mountain Habitat for Humanity, 
who are best positioned to provide “deep 
affordability” units (serving households with less than 
80% of median income) (6.3.1)  
  
  

  

Develop the site and design work for a community 
center, pool, and outdoor recreation spaces as called 
for in the Library and Community Center Scoping Study. 
(8.1.2)  

Evaluate existing spaces through observational audits, 
public surveys or focus groups. Map areas of town 
where access to pocket parks and outdoor seating is 
limited or not available in areas of high resident and 
visitor traffic. (2.3.1)  

Evaluate how to handle stormwater treatment 
collectively in Taft Corners rather than parcel by 
parcel. Help landowners plan stormwater 
comprehensively and collaboratively with one 
another to ensure lands whose highest and best 
use is mixed-use, and commercial development 
can be used that way, while stormwater treatment 
is addressed on lands less suitable for intense 
mixed use and commercial development. (4.4.1)  

Create a Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan as an addendum 
to the Comprehensive Plan. (10.1)  

Develop new country parks and trails, prioritizing 
connections to underserved and under connected 
residential neighborhoods and employment nodes. 
(8.4.3)  

Develop a ‘Uniquely Williston’ identity and branding 
package (2.6, 2.6.1, 2.6.2)  

Maintain pursuit of mechanisms for public 
investment in infrastructure and amenities that are 
affordable for Town residents. If the 2025 study of 
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) as a funding option 
shows that this tool is viable for Williston, pursue 
the approval of an application for a Tax Increment 
Financing district with the Vermont Economic 
Progress Council. (6.2.3)  

Advance the Williston Road Multimodal Path from 
feasibility scoping through design to construction. 
This project has much community support and should 
be advanced. (10.3)  
  

  

The Town should strive to practice low-impact 
management on its properties by reducing the use of 
pesticides and fertilizers, by reducing the extent of 
mowed, heavily managed landscapes, and by reducing 
the frequency and impact of mowing on those 
landscapes. (14.2, 14.2.1, 14.2.2)   

Develop partnerships with community organizations to 
cultivate the regular use of town properties for 
programs and activities such as farmers and artisan 
markets, music series, and gallery openings (2.9.5)  

Evaluate ways to adequately fund the more rapid 
buildout of needed bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities. (10.4)  

Electrify the Town’s light-duty vehicle fleet.(11.3, 
11.3.1, 11.3.2, 11.3.3, 11.3.4, 11.3.5)  

Invest and utilize the Environmental Reserve Fund to 
ensure the town can achieve its land conservation goal 
of conserving 30% of Williston’s land by 2050. (13.1)  

Expand the library in the Village to meet the needs of 
the town, using the recommendations of the 2023 
scoping study. (7.1, 7.1.1, 7.1.2, 7.1.3, 7.1.4)  

 


