
WAKEBOARDING RULE CHANGE 
July 12, 2023 
 
The State of Vermont is consul�ng on a change to the DEC rule for wake boats. A summary of the 
changes (23P017) is linked here.  It is heading to legisla�ve commitee. Public mee�ngs are scheduled: 
 

• In person August 1, 5.00pm to 7.30pm at Montpelier Pavilion Auditorium, 109 State Street, 
Montpelier  

• Virtual August 3,5.00pm to 7.30pm Using Microso� Teams Pla�orm, Click here to join the 
mee�ng 

 
Public comments are due by August 10 at 4.30pm. See link here for schedule. The new rules restrict 
wake boats where lakes are less than 50 acres and in areas that are both 500 feet from shore and 20 feet 
deep. The wake boat can also only be used on 1 lake per summer unless it is decontaminated.  
 
Responsible Wakes for Vermont Lakes believes the rule should be 1,000 feet from shore. Link here to 
their posi�on.  They have requested a statement that the proposed rule is not strong enough and a 
representa�ve to atend the mee�ng. WCC should decide if it wants to par�cipate in wri�ng and/or in 
person.  
 
Email from RWVL 
Hi Laura: 
  
Please share this email with Stuart. And the members of the Williston Conservation Commission. We are 
trying hard to make sure we get a good showing at the public hearings! 
  
It has been a long, two-year fight, and we are now in the last stretch.  
  
We are in the FINAL PUSH for good wake boat regulation. This is our last chance to challenge the 
inadequate rule brought forward by ANR. 
  
I am hoping that you might be willing to attend and speak up at one of the Public Hearing.  
  
There are two Public Hearings taking place: 
  
In-person August 1st in Montpelier – if you can possibly attend, it would be incredibly helpful. There is no 
substitute for a good showing at an in-person event! 
  
There is also another hearing online August 3rd. 
  
I am happy to help you write out a statement, and you can just read it at the hearing. Very simple. 
Nothing fancy. 
  
You will need to register in advance to speak. Registration starts on Monday, July 10th. 
  
Please register early in the day (starts at 9am) on July 10th. There are only 60 slots available for each 
hearing. We need to take those slots so wake boat supporters don’t dominate the hearing. 

https://secure.vermont.gov/SOS/rules/index.php
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_MGFmODRiYjMtMDljNi00ZDE0LTgxY2MtMTMyZGVmNzU3YTRl%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252220b4933b-baad-433c-9c02-70edcc7559c6%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252266ee0aaa-5f78-4d6d-90e6-749594bfe9d1%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=762b419c-9bc4-408d-a9ff-7e7f71dd941b&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_MGFmODRiYjMtMDljNi00ZDE0LTgxY2MtMTMyZGVmNzU3YTRl%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252220b4933b-baad-433c-9c02-70edcc7559c6%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%252266ee0aaa-5f78-4d6d-90e6-749594bfe9d1%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=762b419c-9bc4-408d-a9ff-7e7f71dd941b&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=true&suppressPrompt=true
https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/lakes-ponds/rulemaking
http://responsiblewakes.org/?p=857
http://responsiblewakes.org/?p=857


1. Connect to the Department of Environmental Conservation rulemaking page 
at https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/lakes-ponds/rulemaking. 
2.. Scroll down to the Public Hearing row in the table. 
3.. Follow the instructions to go to the Sign-up Sheets. 
4. Follow the instructions to sign up for a speaking slot. 
If you decide not to speak, that’s fine. You can also submit a written comment. Those are due August 10th. 
And again, I can help write it. 
  
Meg 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__dec.vermont.gov_watershed_lakes-2Dponds_rulemaking&d=DwQFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=jtF5MGMQA3_SPbRl1w0GkM1ShEGmM_No0JhCY7d-fOY&m=yEx0c0dNj6c6heNcGaRYn9NwPWxvEbnND-FbuEO3b0ZkjgieHKe34Scgi69Y87E-&s=CekcevSXEieOa9zTUw1KnMIbGZ-Uya2WdpkjIW0J8rI&e=

