Town of Williston Conservation Committee
Minutes of February 5, 2025
YouTube Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sd-S41Zct6g

Members Present: Reed Carr, Kim Coleman, Gary Hawley, Eric Howe, Laura Meyer, David
Westman

Members Absent: None

Staff Present: Matthew Boulanger, Emily Heymann

Others Present: Scott & Summer Batdorf, Tim Larned, Jacques Larose, Nick Warner

1. Call to order:
The meeting was called to order at 7 AM.

2.  Public comment:
There were no comments from the public.

3. Minutes
LAURA MEYER made a motion, seconded by XX to approve the minutes of January 15, 2025.
Motion passed 6-0.

4. DP 25-06 Batdorf Subdivision Pre-Application

Ms. Heymann said that this application began as a boundary line adjustment but that it is being reviewed
as a two-lot subdivision. Core habitat, wildlife travel corridors, scenic viewsheds and wetlands are all
mapped on this property. No desire paths or trails are present, and it is located in the residential zoning
district. There will be less than a half-acre of disturbed land and a habitat disturbance is not expected.
Staff recommends reducing the size of the building envelope and excluding watershed buffers and
wetlands. No recommendations are necessary to protect the scenic viewsheds. A professionally prepared
runoff and erosion control plan will be required. The fire department has recommended including a pull-
off however this is not mandatory.

The Conservation Commission will need to decide the recommendations for watershed protection
buffers. The driveway may be able to be connected to Glaser Court and Ms. Heymann said that staff has
recommended that a future connection be possible in the future. Other developments abutting Mountain
View Road have been asked to construct a multi-use path, and Ms. Heymann said that this is an item that
the Development Review Board (DRB) will consider. The DRB can choose to require either the
easement or the actual construction of the path. Ms. Heymann reviewed the staff recommendations. All
wetlands are managed under the existing conditions. The wetlands on the property are both Class 2 and
Class 3. The wetlands are currently used for agriculture. Should the agriculture use stop, then typical
wetland requirements need to be implemented. The Class 2 wetlands should be delineated so that the
health of the wetlands can be improved over time. A state wetlands permit, for Class 2 wetlands, will be
required for this project. There is an existing shed within the fifty-foot buffer and is an existing non-
conformity. Should this project be approved, the wetland areas will no longer be mowed. The applicant
can still cross the wetlands to maintain the apple trees.

Conditions Added:
The applicant should demarcate with the following methods in the described locations:


Luke Mayville
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a. The wetland buffer on Lot 1 should be delineated with 4” cedar posts, excluding the shed access
are from the north.
. The wetland buffer on Lot 2 should be delineated along the driveway with 4 cedar posts.
c. A site plan notation shall be included for the shed, this is a non-conforming structure in the
wetland buffer.

REED CARR made a motion, seconded by LAURA MEYER to approve the recommendations as
drafted. Motion passed 6-0

5. ERF Ballot Item:

The Selectboard has requested that the Conservation Commission work on publicizing the ERF ballot
initiative, which is for a half penny on the tax rate. This will raise approximately $110,000 and cost an
average of $15 per year per homeowner. As the grand list grows, this amount should increase. Should
the ballot measure fail, the Conservation Commission would request funds from the unallocated fund
balance. The ERF funds will need to be approved annually. Mr. Westman discussed outreach methods
and said that an article will be published in the Williston Observer this week. Letters to the editor must
be submitted by February 17, 2025. Mr. Hawley, Mr. Howe and Ms. Meyer will be writing letters to the
editor for this item. Front Porch Forum will also be utilized for sharing information. Mr. Hawley will
develop a Google Doc to assist with subject collaboration and assigning dates to specific Commissioners.
Information will also be available on the Williston website. The Conservation Commission cannot
advocate for a specific position; however, they can provide information. Individual commissioners can
advocate for the ballot item. Publicizing other uses for this fund, such as obtaining appraisals and attorney
fees, was discussed. The fund can also be used as a portion of funding for larger projects.

6. Update from Winooski Valley Parks District-Jacobs Kranz Property

Mr. Warner and Mr. Larned, of Winooski Valley Parks District, presented. Mr. Larned said that the
current path on the IBM property goes under the power lines, and that this would be a conditional use of
the right of way. A parking lot is also available near the IBM entrance by the dam. A solar expansion is
also anticipated close to this property. Mr. Larned said that the Winooski Parks District may be interested
in partnering in an Earth Day invasives removal project.

7. Other Business
Mr. Carr said that he recently attended the legislative breakfast. Mr. Boulanger said that an omnibus
housing bill may eliminate some of the required wetlands buffers in growth centers.

8. Adjournment
Mr. Carr adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,
Darby Mayville
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