
Allen Brook Beaver 
October 13,2023 
 
Beavers Beavers at Allen Brook Nature Trail have a lodge and at least 2 dams (red dots); and are crea�ng 
a beaver pond around the footbridge. 

 
The pond is currently rela�vely small and rises and falls quickly with rainfall. Staff have raised the 
puncheon leading to the footbridge by 6” to get people out of the water. The tread of the footbridge has 
not been inundated to date.  
 
Staff met with Tyler Brown from Vermont Fish and Wildlife on October 4 to discuss op�ons. Tyler advised 
that beavers create ponds to provide more cover from predators. There is lots of food in the area so they 
will be harves�ng it for the winter. The pond is shallow so may freeze over which means beavers will rely 
on their cache un�l the spring.  
 
Tyler advised that in his opinion baffles would not be successful. There is not a lot of space upstream of 
the first dam to site an inlet cage which should be 40� away and in deep water. The pond is shallow with 
lots of vegeta�on so the beavers will probably find it and dam it. The stream is also narrow and there are 
a lot of opportuni�es for beavers to just build a dam in another area once a baffle is installed to create a 
pond.  
 
The cost to the town is Vermont F&W installed a baffle would be around $500. A private contractor 
would charge circa $1,500 - $2,000. A minimum of two baffles would be needed and more if the beavers 
build addi�onal dams. Tyler advised that given the site circumstances he did not believe this would be a 
good candidate for VT F&W to spend their limited resources on as chances of success not good and they 
would be chasing the beavers.  
 



Staff are recommending that the town monitor the situa�on. Beavers may be happy with the pond at the 
current level. However, it may be necessary to close the trail during the spring thaw or advise people 
that it is impassible when the water level is high. 
 
 


