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Chapter 13 of the Town Plan seeks to protect Williston’s scenic viewsheds. 13.2 of the plan states:

13.2 - Scenic Viewsheds - The town will protect and maintain the visual character that defines Williston,
including open fields and meadows, wooded slopes and ridgelines, and scenic viewpoints.

1989 Analysis

In 1989 the town undertook a detailed assessment that evaluated the visual character and quality of the
local landscape. Since adoption some of these scenic viewsheds have been at least partially protected,
and some have been developed, often with open space set aside which in some cases has included the
viewshed.

The 1989 analysis evaluated Williston’s lands with regard to the following factors:

e Vantage Points: The point from which the typical Willistonian takes in visual information that
provides access to high quality views. In the 1989 analysis these are almost entirely from public
roads.

e Foreground: These are the windows into the landscape — generally they are cleared land next to
a road. They are usually:

o The most important component in the landscape
o Highly vulnerable to degradation

e Middleground: These are a more complex composition of layered wooded and open land and
man made features. As they are complex they can better absorb development.

e Background: These are mostly forested hillsides rising up behind the middleground.

o With limited clearing they can absorb a limited amount of development in some cases.
o The horizon line is very sensitive to change.

e Focal Points: These draw the eye and are normally man made features of unique natural
features. To preserve their contrast with their surroundings they should be protected from
competing elements.

The results are shown on Map 19 of the Town Plan. This includes 48 vantage points and 26 focal points.
The foreground, middle ground and background are broken down into primary and secondary.

Development Regulations

WDB Chapter 27.9 contains regulations specific to viewsheds. The impact of development should be
determined by the ZA or DRB, on recommendation from the Conservation Commission. The WDB
encourages incorporation of the viewshed into the open space for a subdivision located in the RZD and
ARZD.

In the ARZD Chapter 31 contains a lot of open space and housing design regulations. Many of these are
directly or indirectly related to viewsheds. For example:



https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Chapter_13_-_Natural_and_Cultural_Resources.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/2016_Map_19_-_Visual_Assessment(1).pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/WDB_Oct_4_2022_Chapter_27_Conservation_Areas.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/WDB_Oct_4_2022_Chapter_31_Agricultural_Rural_Residential_Zoning_District.pdf

WDB 31.7: The requirement that larger parcels set aside 75% of the land as open space.
Viewsheds are encouraged to be within these areas but the regulations acknowledge that partial
protection maybe effective when combined with design techniques.
WDB 31.8: Designation of specific home sites of % acre, which limits clearing within parcels. The
requirement to cluster units in the larger subdivisions and provide extensive landscaping.
WDB 31.9: a requirement to respect the terrain. More detailed requirements to minimize visual
impacts using vegetation and terrain:

o Limiting clearing

o Providing forested buffers on sloped sites

o Homes to be visually absorbed into their background with the DRB being able to request

extra screening or limit building height.

Are views important

The Town Plan indicates that ‘When driving, bicycling, or hiking through Williston - especially the rural
areas - one enjoys views of rolling fields framed by a background of wooded slopes, nearby ridgelines,
and distant mountains. These views are central to the sense of place the residents of Williston treasure.’

Does the Conservation Commission still agree with this statement? What is the town trying to achieve
by showing these views in the Town Plan? As the town develops to 2050 do we want to revisit and
identify important views?

Is it a priority to revisit the visual analysis? Nearly all the views in the 1989 analysis are from the road.
There is one view from Five Tree Hill. As we transition to a less car dependent town with more people
enjoying our trails and spaces is this something we need to revisit?

Do we want to revisit regulatory and non-regulatory avenues to protect views, for example through the
use of Official Map?

Updating the visual analysis

It’s an objective of the town plan to complete a new visual resource analysis using public participation
and GIS. An initial approach to this project could be:

oukWw

Visiting each of the public vantage points and reporting back to the WCC to identify whether
each is still worthy of protection.

Exploring other potential public vantage points, for example views from trails in Country Parks,
town parks or along multi use paths.

These first two steps could be a volunteer or student project.

Staff and WCC could develop criteria to evaluate potential views.

Public outreach and landowner engagement on the proposed views should be undertaken.

A GIS project could map each of the vantage points, focal points and viewsheds.



