
Memorandum 

 

TO:  Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee (HAAC)  
 
FROM:  Emily Heymann, Planner  
 
DATE:  April 21, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Signage in the Historic Village  
   

 

Revised based on HAAC feedback  

Williston sign standards already set some restrictions. For example, internal illumination and moving 
letters are prohibited. Village standards already prefer wood as the sign material.  

Freedom of Speech considerations: Sign standards can control the appearance but not the content of 
the sign.  

   

 

Example of a proposed standard:  

 Square posts, wood, painted white with post-cap style that the primary structure   
 Post size (3”, 4”, 5”) and sign panel size proportional to building size and/or number of tenants 
 Maximum 6’ in height, DRB can permit a higher sign for combined municipal facilities (shared 

sign for Central School, library, Rec fields)  
 Panel background shall be white or a soft color (50-75% max transparency) 
 Panel shall be of a regular shape (square, rectangle, circle, oval, etc), and not a custom shape 

(such as a business logo, silhouette of an animal or plant) 
 Business can use any font, text color, logo of their choice  



 1 sandwich board sign per property, must be place between building & sidewalk, and brought in 
when business is closed  

 Temporary banner can be hung below freestanding sign panel for a total of 90 calendar days  
 Wall signs prohibited on historic structures. Small directorial signs, building circa date, and 

street numbers are allowed  

Thing the bylaw already requires that will remain:  

• No internal or upward facing illumination  
• No moving letters (LED signs)  
• Wood post/fram material  
• Limit height and sign area of freestanding signs  
• Freestanding signs must be landscaped  


