
October 3, 2023 
 
 
Planning Commission 
Town of Williston  
VT 
 
 
Dear Chair and Members of the Planning Commission,  
 
It has been a year now since the Specific Plan related to the Glaser Property was submiFed and 
now before the Town of Williston a Public Hearing by the Planning Commission. This specific 
plan is filled with pros and cons in serving what consJtutes the public interest. There is a reason 
why a Specific Plan takes Jme and that is because it has consequence to the Growth 
Management Plan, which is a maFer important to all Williston residents. The one thing that 
stands out is that the public and the enJre process showed that the Williston community 
including the Planning Commission was not once in full agreement that the plan will result in a 
substan4al public benefit. I was in the Advisory CommiFee and if I were present during the 
voJng, I would have voted “no”. There is public benefit to the open space that is being offered 
to the town (15 acres), but it does not rise to the level of substanJal at the expense of 
amendment to the town plan.  
 
The plan is not sufficiently substanJal to grant exempJon to the Growth Management Plan of 
the town.  It is not a substanJal public benefit to the Williston community. The Growth 
Management Plan is established by the town for the simple reason of managing the growth 
proporJonate to the infrastructure and services that can be served well by the town. The town 
serves the enJre public community of Williston, not only a segment of the town’s populaJon. 
 
The open space view shed to the mountains is breath-taking from Mountain View Rd and even 
from Old Stage, but soon that will be gone if the Specific Plan gets a final adopJon. Well, sure 
except for the 15 acres off Mountain View that is being offered to the town.  
 
The Old Stage Road is a criJcal corridor for through-traffic. Also, the Specific Plan will result in 
the only 4-way intersecJon on Old Stage (with Wildflower Circle), as if we need a 4-way in such 
a busy street. The consequence of this massive development off Mountain View and parJcularly 
Old Stage Rd will no doubt affect the surrounding neighborhoods between Allen Brook School 
and Central School. However, the impact of an exemp4on to the Growth Management Plan is 
far-reaching, from infrastructure to services. What we do now will impact the en4re Town of 
Williston forever.  
 
 
Respec]ully,  
 
Reuben Escorpizo 


