
Town of Williston 
Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee 

Minutes 
November 20, 2018 at 5:30 PM 

Town Hall Annex | 7878 Williston Road, Williston, VT 
 
Present: Brian Forrest, Jim Thornton, Emily Morton, Liz Gordan-Shook; Absent: Mary Jo Childs, Doug 
Goulette, Karen Fragnoli-Munn; Public: none; Staff: Emily Heymann  
 
Design Reviews - none 
 
Referrals from the Zoning Administrator - none  
 
Certificates of Appropriateness - none 
 
Upcoming Events & Workshops - Black Friday Parking Study on November 23rd  
  
Revising Chapter 42  
 
 

1. Demolition  
- Village Master Plan objectives & policies (5.3.5)  
- Group brainstorm on bylaw language 

 
2. Accompanying documents:  

- Village Master Plan 5.3.5: Demolition Objective & Policies  
- Essex Junction Land Use Code (pages 74-80). Their demolition standards address 

qualified reporting, documentation standards, and economic hardship, as a follow up to 
our discussion last time on these topics.  

- Waterbury Zoning Regulations (pages 60-63)  
- Dorset Zoning Bylaw (pages 53-63). While Dorset is very restrictive and detailed 

oriented in their design review (see 9.4.5.3 for #6 shutters), it is a good read for 
understanding the lingo and getting ideas for how to shape our bylaw to meet the Village 
Master Plan requirements.  
 

3. Next Steps  
- Brainstorming vs. draft bylaw language  
- Devin Coleman visit for Q&A in December or January? 
- General questions/feedback as the HAAC formally moves into the rewrite project   

 
The HAAC members discussed the demolition standards in the Essex Junction land use code 
(linked above). There was a discussion about letters of intent, development agreements, and 
escrow agreements for the assurance that a demolished structure will be replaced. Emily 

https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Comprehensive_Plan_Amendments-_Village_Master_Plan_(PC_to_SB_9.4.18).pdf
https://www.essexjunction.org/fileadmin/files/Ordinances_Codes/Land_Development_Code/11Code_Chp6_2016.pdf
https://www.waterburyvt.com/fileadmin/files/Zoning_Planning/Waterbury_ZR_Searchable.pdf


Heymann gave an overview of the existing development agreement procedure for discretionary 
permits and different requirements for public and private improvements.  
 
The HAAC members reviewed the Dorset zoning bylaw. There was a discussion of parking and 
access on historic sites. For example, choosing the location and size of driveways, turnarounds 
and parking areas so as to not disrupt the historic nature of the property. There was a discussion 
of the impact of Dorset regulations on the location of utilities and solar panels. The Manchester 
design review guidelines were mentioned as another option to review and consider.  
 
The members and staff discussed next steps, including a visit from Devin Coleman about the 
state historic preservation program.  
 
The conversation concluded around 6:55 PM.  
 
Minutes of the November 6, 2018 HAAC meeting 
 
Calendar - No meeting on January 1, 2019  
 
Adjournment 

https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/November_6_2018_HAAC_Agenda.pdf
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