MEMO

To: HAAC
From: Emily Heymann, Planner
Date: July 2, 2020

Re: Mechanical Equipment and Solar

Proposed Standard for Residential Mechanical Equipment

This standard will apply to existing and proposed structures in the National Register Historic District and
Additional Review Area of the VZD.

e Transformers, meters, pipes and mechanical-related items must be located as inconspicuously
as possible to the side, rear, or along non-character defining elevations. Such features should be
screened from view.

e Canopies to protect outdoor mechanical for the elements (such as heat pumps) shall be:
- Sized as small as possible to serve their intended function
- Painted to match the primary fagade color
- Use the same or similar roofing material to the primary roof
- Incorporate landscape screening to soften, but not entirely obscure, the view from the
public way (note: entire obscure could hide features of the primary structure)

Solar Panels

Sample Guidelines for Solar in Historic Districts

Route 2 runs generally on an east-west axis, meaning odd numbered properties on the north are most
likely to have southern exposure on the street facing side. Whereas, even number properties on the
south side of Route 2 are more likely to have solar exposure at the back of the house, facing away from
Route 2. This will have different implications for roof top solar installations on historic structures.

Following our contributing/noncontributing structure model for historic design review...
e Would it be okay to see rooftop solar on a newer/noncontributing structure?
e Is the intent to prohibit rooftop solar on the most critical contributing structures?
e s freestanding solar allowed where not proposed in front yard and where minimally visible from
Route 2?

e Isrooftop solar acceptable on secondary roofs of a contributing structure (porch/addition) or
accessory structures?


https://www.growsolar.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Sample-Guidelines-for-Solar-Systems-in-Historic-Districts.pdf

