MEMO
TO: Community Center Scoping/Library Assessment Consultant & Steering Committee
FROM: Williston Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee
DATE: October 4, 2022

RE: Town Plan Goals and Our Statement

The Village Master Plan was adopted in 2018 as an appendix to the 2016-2024 Comprehensive Plan. The Village
Master Plan states:

7.3.1.1 Policy- Maintain a Civic Presence in the Village The town plays an active role in historic preservation and
vibrancy in the village by occupying and maintaining a number of historic sites and structures there. The town will
ensure the village remains a civic center into the future by maintaining and upgrading its facilities in the village
before considering moving them off-site

Preserving the Village Green should be a priority. The Village Green is a defining feature of our town, and
quintessential characteristic of Vermont towns. To that end, we are skeptical of a proposal that would
significantly expand the library complex into the Village Green. Consider redeveloping the existing footprint with
a 2-story building. Where the footprint is expanded it the green, it should be minimal and mindful. The reduce
space should be offset by addition of amenities pr park features that improve the quality of the Village Green.

The programming needs to be prioritized between “needs” and “wants” within a reasonable, affordable budget
before focusing on the location and site planning.

We recognize that the committee led by the consultant will have a variety of ideas and suggestions. We are very
excited about this project and have brainstormed some ideas of our own:



Engage with the National Guard Armory. Redeveloping this site as a community center would retain the
civic presence in the Village.

Old Brick Church and Basement: this event space is underutilized but requires work

The currently library has space dedicated to offices and the Historical Society. How can these amenities be
reconfigured to maximize catalog and meeting space?

Consider engaging with the Champlain Valley School District (CVSD) and owner of 90 Maple Road. This
property, 90 Maple Road abuts the CVSD parking lot and tennis courts.

Consider reconfiguring the ballfields and tennis courts around CVSD. Perhaps the land nearest the Village
Green could be utilized by a community center? An area to consider, though this land is smaller and more
constrained and may not accommodate a large facility

Allen Brook School: while not within the Village center, it is accessible by bike path from both the Village
and Taft Corners. The original ABS school was purpose built for a future expansion, and the property has
also been subject to the recent Recreation Facility study. Allen Brook is central to so many people, bike
paths, and neighborhoods close by with room to expand over time with proper planning



