Memo

To: Williston Planning Commission

From: Matt Boulanger, Planning Director

Cc: Erik Wells, Town Manager

Date: October 15, 2021

Re: Zoning Bylaw Amendments: Taft Corners Growth Center Form-Based

Code Project- Interim Zoning

Introduction - Interim Bylaws- Planning Commission Recommendation to Selectboard
As the Planning Commission works on the new form-based code for Williston’s Taft Corners Growth Center, new
developments within the area continues to be proposed and reviewed under current zoning.

The Planning Commission voted at its meeting of October 5, 32021 to ask the Selectboard to consider interim bylaws for
the Taft Corners Growth Center. At that meeting, Planning staff stated that they would work with the Town Manager to
determine whether the Town’s legal counsel should be brought into the conversation prior to the request being placed
on a Selectboard agenda. The Manager directed staff to discuss the Planning Commission’s proposal with the Town’s
legal counsel. The result of that conversation is a recommendation from counsel that the Selectboard could not, at this
point consider or adopt interim bylaws until a public hearing has been warned on the new form-based code. The
relevant language from statute (24 VSA §4415) is in bold, below:

“If a municipality is conducting or has taken action to conduct studies, or has held or is holding a hearing for the
purpose of considering a bylaw, a comprehensive plan, or an amendment, extension, or addition to a bylaw or plan,
the legislative body may adopt interim bylaws regulating land development in all or a part of the municipality in
order to protect the public health, safety, and general welfare and provide for orderly physical and economic
growth. These interim bylaws shall be adopted, reenacted, extended, or amended by the legislative body of the
municipality after public hearing upon public notice as an emergency measure. They shall be limited in duration to
two years from the date they become effective and may be extended or reenacted only in accordance with
subsections (f) and (g) of this section.”

The issue, according to counsel, is that the development of the Vision document has concluded, so the town is no longer

“conducting or taking action to conduct studies,” and the town has not yet “held or is (warning that it will be) holding a
hearing.”

On Conducting a Public Hearing:
As of October 19, 2021, the Planning Commission has a complete draft of the proposed form-based code and could
direct staff to warn a hearing based on that draft, which would resolve the issue described above. Counsel has advised

that this hearing could be opened and continued to a date uncertain, if when it is brought back to a hearing for
consideration again it is re-warned in its final form.

The Question before the Planning Commission
The Planning Commission is scheduled to spend its next several meetings, through the end of 2021. A process for the
Selectboard to adopt interim bylaws as an emergency measure may require a similar timeline. Staff would like a

discussion and some direction from the Planning Commission on whether it wishes staff to warn a hearing on the draft
bylaws, or to focus on the review and adoption of permanent bylaws.



