
2 of 12. Local Objectives – Discussion complete. See track changes in the Energy Plan document  

3 of 12. Transportation Pathways – Discussion complete.  

4 of 12. Building Energy Pathways – Not yet discussed  

5 of 12. Building Energy Education Pathway – Discussion complete.  

6 of 12. Land Use Pathways – Not yet discussed  

7 of 12. Renewable Energy Pathways – Discussion complete. 

8 of 12. Consumption and Recycling Pathways – Discussion complete. 

9 of 12. Agriculture Pathways – Discussion complete. (#4 + new)  

10 of 12. General Pathways – Discussion complete  

11 of 12. Solar Siting Policies – Discussion complete (#6)  

12 of 12 Final Thoughts – N/A  
 
Definitions – Weatherization, renewable resource, regenerative agriculture (added to draft plan)  
 

4 of 12. Building Energy 
Pathways Responses Rank Next step/ proposed 

edit 

2. The Champlain Valley School 
District (CVSD) will publish a 
summary of energy used by 

school buildings in their annual 
report, as well as the estimated 

or calculated impact of 
efficiency measures already 

taken. The report will describe 
the process the schools are 

making toward the goals of the 
state’s Comprehensive Energy 

Plan of 2016 using the 
summarized Energy Star 

Portfolio Platform. The energy 
consumed (gallons of oil, 

kilowatt hours of electricity 
used, etc.) will be summarized 

along with costs and 
benchmarking to show changes. 
Building performance should be 

represented in terms of an 
energy use index of millions of 

BTUs per square foot and 
energy star rating, over a 12-
month period. Leading Entity: 
Energy Coordinator & School 
Administration.  Timeframe: 

Ongoing 

I think the 
pathway is fine 
but should the 

CVSD be 
brought into the 

process to 
review the one 

pertaining 
directly to the 

CVSD?  We are 
signing them up 
to do things we 
have no control 

of. 

Yes Yes Yes 

Great -- and there is an 
active sustainability club at 
CVU that could do this for 
all the schools and it would 

incorporate interested 
students in their own 
community's work. 

The Williston Comp plan 
cannot dictate what the 
School district, a non-

municipal entity, does or 
reports. 

Yes 3  



5. Champlain Valley School 
District will work collaboratively 

with the utilities and energy 
vendors to develop a plan and 

schedule to assess the 
efficiency levels of municipal 
thermal building envelopes, 
lighting, HVAC, and other 
equipment and replace as 
necessary with renewable 

energy equipment that has an 
energy star rating. Lead Entity: 
Energy Coordinator & School 
Administration.  Timeframe: 

Developing a plan & schedule 
short-term, capital plan medium 

term 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Again, engage students in 
this! 

same comment re: 
jurisdiction over school 

district. 
Yes 2  

6. Create a revolving-fund 
program to perform Energy 

Audits on municipal buildings 
that have not been previously 
audited. Develop a program to 
weatherize these buildings and 
return a portion of the energy 
savings for three years to the 

fund to support other municipal 
energy audits resulting in 100% 

of all municipal buildings 
weatherized by 2025. Audit 

Budget: $10,000. Weatherization 
Budget: $25,000 Lead Entity: 

Energy Coordinator. Timeframe: 
Identify short-term, capital plan 

medium term 

Yes Yes 

Where is the 
budget 
money 
coming 
from? 

Yes 
This could be something to 
fund via a local fossil fuel 

tax... 
Yes Yes 2  

9. Create a funding mechanism 
to perform energy audits on 

town residences that have not 
been previously audited and 

develop a program to 
weatherize these residences to 
put the town on track to achieve 
the intended goal of having all 

of Williston’s homes 
weatherized by 2050. Of the 

3,825 homes in Williston, 2,674 
houses were built before the 
Vermont Residential Building 

Code was adopted in 1998. The 
intention is to weatherize these, 
where the energy savings will 

be greatest first. The audit 
should include a life cycle cost 

analysis of various energy 
saving measures and renewable 

energy options. Funding 
Required (break out box) Energy 

Yes Yes 
I need more 
information 

on this. 
Yes 

This seems ridiculous to 
do for 30 years. And where 
is the money coming from? 

Are homeowners not 
contributing? Also, won't 

there be significant 
technological changes 
even within 5 years? 
Recommend a more 

aggressive plan with more 
homes earlier and over a 

shorter time frame, as well 
as clarify an incentive 

program for homeowners 
rather than make it look 
like the Town will pay for 

all this. 

Yes Needs more 
discussion. 3  



Audits: 2,674/30 yrs. = 89 
homes/yr x $400/audit = 

$35,600/yr. for 30 
yrs.Weatherize: 2,674hms/30yrs. 
= 89 homes/yr. x $7,000/home = 
$623,000/yr. for 30 yrs.Energy 

Audit Budget: $35,600/yr. for 30 
yrs.Weatherization Budget: 
$623,000/yr. for 30 yrs.Lead 
Entity: Energy Coordinator. 
Timeframe: Short-term to 

develop program, yearly to 
identify and implement; yearly 

in capital budget 

10. Create a funding mechanism 
to incorporate air-source, cold-
climate heats pumps or other 
fossil-fuel free devices in all 

3,825 residences by 2050. 
Budget: 3,825 homes/30 years = 

128 homes/yr. x $10,000 = 
$1,280,000/year for 30 years. 

Lead Entity: Energy 
Coordinator. Timeframe: Short 
term to develop program, offer 

annually 

Yes Yes 

I need 
further 

information 
on this and 
exactly how 
it would be 

funded. 

Yes 

And here's another place 
where a local fossil fuel tax 
would generate funds AND 

make natural gas more 
expensive. In my own 

household's calculation, 
there's little incentive 

(other than the 'feel-good' 
reasons) to switch from 
our cheap and effective 

(though not very efficient) 
natural gas heat and hot 

water when gas prices are 
low and electricity prices 
are uncertain. If we knew 
gas prices were going up 

(due to taxes), there would 
be more motivation to 
incur the expense and 

change to a heat pump. 

Yes 

I think “all” is too 
high a goal and the 

funding source 
should not be local 

tax dollars.  For 
instance, power 
companies could 
lease cold climate 

heat pumps to their 
customers just as 

they have hot water 
heaters in the past...  
We need to work on 

the financing. 

3  



Are any pathways missing to 
achieve the 4 objectives listed at 

the top of this page? 
 

Just a thought to 
add that while large 
scale projects (e.g. 

municipal, 
commercial, etc.) 
are a bigger bang 

for our buck, 
investing in funding 
pathways to get the 

3,825 homes in 
Williston 

weatherized and 
thinking about 

more efficient uses 
of energy also 

becomes a huge 
investment in 
educating our 

residents. 
Particularly when 
folks can see in 

tangible ways how 
their heating costs 
go down or how 
their home feels 

more comfortable 
in the increasingly 

hotter summer 
months it 

demonstrates that 
"going green" is not 

only to help the 
greater good, but it 

also helps their 
bottom line. 

  

Is there any possibility of a 
municipal co-gen plant 

burning wood waste like 
the McNeil station? 

 

We can’t tell CVSD 
what to do.  I 

suggest the wording 
on the CVSD goals 

be to “work with 
CVSD to...” or 
“support CVSD 

in...”. Also let’s tie 
into the EAN Energy 

Dashboard.  
Citizens can see 

progress there and 
take pride in 

progress made. 

3  

7. Work collaboratively with 
businesses, utilities and energy 
vendors to develop a plan and 

schedule to assess the 
efficiency levels of the 

business’ thermal building 
envelopes, lighting, HVAC and 

other equipment and replace as 
necessary and feasible. This 

assessment should include an 
analysis of how conversion to 

heat-pump or pellet wood 
heating sources would affect 

the building and what the cost 
to replace current equipment to 
these sources would be.Lead 
Entity: Energy Coordinator & 

Energy Committee. Timeframe: 
Medium term 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Need some incentives for 
this. Yes 

Agree except say 
“...the cost to 
replace OR 

SUPPLEMENT 
current 

equipment...” 

2  



8. Perform a survey of Town 
residences to determine which 
had an energy audit performed 

and have been weatherized. 
Lead Entity: Energy 

Coordinator. Timeframe: Short 
term 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

This is a huge task and 
most renters/many 

homeowners won't know if 
their homes have been 

audited. Maybe some sort 
of crowd-sourcing? Or 
wouldn't local auditors 

have records we could use 
that would be more 

accurate than 
homeowners' memories? 

Also: PLEASE define 
weatherization!! 

Yes Yes 1  

11. The Town will incorporate 
commissioning so municipal 

facilities can improve 
performance by ensuring 
controls and automation 

settings are working properly on 
an annual basis. This will take 

place alongside routine system 
maintenance. Lead Entity: Town 

Administration. Timeframe: 
Ongoing 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 
PLEASE define 

commissioning. No idea 
what this means. 

Yes Yes 1  

12. The Champlain Valley 
School District will incorporate 

commissioning so school 
facilities can improve 

performance by ensuring 
controls and automation 

settings are working properly on 
an annual basis. This will take 

place alongside routine system 
maintenance. Lead Entity: 

School Administration. 
Timeframe: Ongoing 

Yes Yes Yes Yes ditto same comment as before re: 
school district. Yes 1  

13. Energy efficiency and 
conservation must be a part of 

the Town’s procurement 
process. The town will buy 

Energy Star rated appliances, 
heating equipment, and office 

equipment. Items that go out to 
bid will have an energy 

efficiency requirement for 
consideration if the technology 

exists for the item. The 
purchase of recycled paper 

materials and environmentally 
friendly office products will be 

utilized, being mindful to 
purchase products that will be 

effective in their role. Lead 
Entity: Town Administration.  

Timeframe: Ongoing 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

don't we already do this? 
How about a broader and 

bolder approach 
addressing our overall 

consumption? 

Yes Yes 1  



14. Work with the Champlain 
Valley School District to 
establish a procurement 

process than prioritizes energy 
efficiency and conservation.  

Energy efficiency and 
conservation must be a part of 
the Champlain Valley School 

District’s procurement process. 
The schools will buy Energy 

Star rated appliances, heating 
equipment, and office 

equipment. Items that go out to 
bid will have an energy 

efficiency requirement for 
consideration, if the technology 
exists for the item and is cost 

effective. The purchase of 
recycled paper materials and 

environmentally friendly office 
products will be utilized, being 
mindful to purchase products 

that will be effective in their role. 
Lead Entity: School 

Administration & Energy 
Coordinator. Timeframe: 

Ongoing 

Yes Yes Yes Yes ditto same comment re: school 
district jurisdiction Yes 1  

15. Business signage and 
parking, as well as municipal 

street lighting should be 
evaluated and upgraded when 

appropriate with moreupgraded 
with the most efficient lighting 

solutions (ex. LEDs) and 
lighting standards shall set 

stricter limitations on overnight 
sign lighting. Lead Entity: 

Energy Coordinator. Timeframe: 
Ongoing 

We should also 
look at solar 

street/parking lot 
lighting 

Yes Yes Yes 

This is so weak. Let's insist 
on LED-only lighting 

everywhere and limit hours 
of operation. Signs don't 
need to be lit all night, for 

instance. 

Yes Yes 1  



1. The Town will publish a 
summary of energy used by 

Town buildings and vehicles in 
the annual report, as well as the 
estimated or calculated impact 
of efficiency measures already 
taken. The report will describe 

the progress the town is making 
towards the goals of the Town’s 

energy plan using the 
summarized Energy Star 

Portfolio Platform. The energy 
consumed (gallons of oil, 

kilowatt hours of electricity 
used, etc.) will be summarized 

along with costs and 
benchmarking to show changes. 
Building performance should be 

represented in terms of an 
energy use index of millions of 

BTUs per square foot and 
energy star rating, over a 12-
month period. Leading Entity: 

Town Administration. 
Timeframe: Ongoing 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 0  

3. Review the energy audits of 
municipal buildings that have 
already been performed for 

compliance to those audits and 
review and implement actions 

that were recommended but not 
performed. These actions shall 
be part of the capital budget. 

Lead Entity: Energy 
Coordinator. Timeframe: Identify 
short-term, capital plan medium 

term 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 0  

4. The Town will work 
collaboratively with the utilities 
and energy vendors to develop 
a plan and schedule to assess 

the efficiency levels of 
municipal thermal building 

envelopes, lighting, HVAC, and 
other equipment and replace as 

necessary with renewable 
energy equipment that has an 
energy star rating. Lead Entity: 

Energy Coordinator. Timeframe: 
Developing a plan & schedule 

short-term, capital plan medium 
term 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 0  

 

 



 

6 of 12. Land Use Pathways Responses Rank 
Next 

step/proposed 
edit 

16. Enlarge mixed use zones into developed areas to 
encourage more development with both residences and 

commercial buildings.  Lead Entity: Planning Commission 
Timeframe: Medium Term 

I would prefer we 
remove this and 

only use #17 
below.  Enlarging 
the districts now is 

encouraging 
sprawl. 

Ye
s 

Is this suggesting we encourage more 
dense development within already 

developed areas? 

Ye
s Yes 

This is a very 
big changeas 

residential 
only use of 
RZD and 

ARZD have 
been pretty 

sacrosanct in 
Williston. 

 3  

4. In Chapter 14 of the Unified Development By-Law, 14.2.1, 
change the last sentence as follows: “All spaces reserved 
for electrical vehicle charging shall be counted as part of 

these totals.” Lead Entity: Planning Commission.  
Timeframe: Short Term 

Yes Ye
s 

I would request more pointed language in 
relation to EV charging spaces. 

Ye
s Yes 

This is far too 
specific for 
comp plan 
language. 

 2  

6. In Chapter 14 of the Unified Development By-Law, add 
14.10: Regardless of other regulations, at least 5% of the 

required off-street parking spaces will have at least a level II 
electric charging station. Lead Entity: Planning 

Commission Timeframe: Medium Term 

Yes Ye
s 

I will need some discussion on this topic to 
agree. 

Ye
s Yes 

same 
comment as 

above re: 
bylaw 

language 

 2  

13. In the Growth Management Plan Section 11.7.1, increase 
the value of this criterium to a range of 0-30 to attain the 
higher values for this criterium and require that a higher 

standard (ID this) than the Efficiency Vermont High 
Performance Level be met and 90-100% of energy be 

generated on-site for a higher score.  This is to readjust the 
relative importance of energy conservation and generation 
to the Town. The other review criteria should be adjusted to 

reflect the reallocation of weighting based on this range. 
For the “High Scoring Development” per WDB 11.5.1.7 it 

must also have 90 – 100% generation on site. Lead Entity: 
Planning Commission. Timeframe: Medium Term 

Yes Ye
s Yes Ye

s 

Yes, and I'm sorry 
for the copy-editing 

but it's "criterion" 

same bylaw 
comment. 
Should be 

more general 
in ciom plan 

than 
specifying a 
direct edit to 
the bylaw. 

 2  

8. Revise the Williston Unified Development Bylaw to 
require a solar component for any new building 

development.  Sizing should be based on the expected on-
site consumption of electricity, including heat pumps and 
electric charging for automobiles and trucks.Lead Entity: 

Planning Commission Timeframe: Medium Term 

Yes Ye
s 

Is this solely for commercial building 
development or also for residential 

development? For single family homes? 

Ye
s Yes Yes 

I agree with the 
intent but am not 
sure every new 

building is suitable 
for on-site solar.  

For instance, a short 
building North of a 
tall one...  I would 
just add language 

related to 
feasibility/site 

suitability. 

2  

7. In all zoning districts, incentives for installing overhead 
parking lot solar energy arrays should be considered, either 

by additional lot coverage or other means.  Lead Entity: 
Planning Commission Timeframe: Medium Term 

Yes Ye
s 

What kind of incentives and where would 
these be located. Solar on top of a parking 

garage is different than solar panels 
covering a parking lot as far as 

attractiveness goes. I’m not sure it would 
be aesthetically pleasing to have all of Taft 

corners parking spaces cover by solar 
panels. 

Ye
s Yes Yes  1  



9. To encourage site planning for energy conservation and 
renewable energy generation, the Town requires an 

applicant to work with Efficiency Vermont and Green 
Mountain Power. Such standards might include maximizing 
southern glazing, protecting solar access to south facing 

walls and roofs, and providing windbreaks. (Existing Town 
Plan10.4.1)Lead Entity: Energy Committee Timeframe: 

Medium Term 

Yes Ye
s 

How will this impact an applicant from 
building aesthetically pleasing buildings,  
especially an applicant building a single 

family home. 

Ye
s Yes Yes  1  

10. Input from the Town Energy Committee shall be 
provided to the DRB for consideration in the review of any 

discretionary permit application. Lead Entity: Energy 
Committee  Timeframe: Medium Term 

Yes Ye
s Yes Ye

s Yes 

This would 
require the 

energy 
committee to 
meet twice a 
month and to 
be staffed by 

a town 
employee. 

 1  

11. Require new development in the Taft Corners Zoning 
District and Mixed-Use Commercial Zoning District to have 

on-site renewable energy generation generating 25% or 
more of the estimate energy demand. (Unified Bylaw 
41.5.3.8 & 37.5.3.7)Lead Entity: Planning Commission 

Timeframe: Medium Term 

Yes Ye
s Yes Ye

s Yes 

Bylaw 
language- 

plan should 
direct 

consideration 
of this 

change. 

 1  

12. Continue to analyze future land use plans in terms of 
emissions, energy use, and mobility to inform local land 

use policy.Lead Entity: Planning Staff, Planning 
Commission, and consultant. Timeframe: Long Term 

Yes Ye
s Yes Ye

s 

Yes, but this is a low 
bar. What would a 

more bold and 
transformative 

directive to the PC 
look like on this 

topic? 

Yes  1  

14. For all new development, cold-climate heat pumps 
(CCHPs), or other devices using renewable energy sources, 

should be required by the Williston Unified Development 
Bylaw as the primary source for building and domestic hot 
water heating. This is based on the Green Mountain Power 

assertion that 90% of its portfolio is carbon-free with a 
commitment to go 100% renewable by 2030 (in Green 
Mountain Power’s portfolio electricity is considered 

renewable). Lead Entity: Planning Commission. Timeframe: 
Medium Term 

Yes Ye
s Would like further discussion on this. Ye

s Yes Yes  1  

15. Chapter 45 – Transportation Impact Fees – these fees 
should be revisited due the expected increased need for 

additional carpool parking areas and multimodal 
transportation infrastructure. Lead Entity: Planning 

Commission Timeframe: Medium Term 

Yes Ye
s 

I don’t think these should be revisited at 
this time(assuming the select board 

approves the recommendation) 

Ye
s done Yes  1  

17. Increase allowable density in mixed use districts to 
make living where residents work becomes more 

accessible.  This will reduce transportation costs. Lead 
Entity: Planning Commission Timeframe: Medium Term 

Yes Ye
s 

This requires further discussion. I don’t 
think we should allow higher density than 

already exists in Finney Crossing 

Ye
s Yes Yes  1  

18. Reduce allowable density in the Agricultural Rural 
District (ARZD) to further encourage growth in areas where 
people can live and work. Ensure clustering is adhered to. 
(break out graphic for rural densities of other Towns i.e. 

Charlotte has 10 acre zoning vs. Williston’s 2 acre zoning). 

Yes Ye
s this requires further discussion Ye

s Yes Yes  1  



Lead Entity: Planning Commission Timeframe: Medium 
Term 

19. Reevaluate the size and density of the Residential 
Zoning District with the goal to have more compact 
development and preserve open space. Lead Entity: 

Planning Commission Timeframe: Medium Term 
Yes Ye

s This requires further discussion. Ye
s Yes Yes  1  

1. Review and adopt the Vermont Building Energy Stretch 
Code or other comparable standard for all development and 

renovations/additions in the Unified Development 
Bylaw.Lead Entity: Energy Committee to Recommend to 

Planning Commission.  Timeframe: Short Term 

Yes Ye
s Yes Ye

s Yes Yes  0  

2. Require all new development to undergo the verified 
building performance assessment adopted from Pathway 1 
to ensure the building meets the current adopted codes for 
the type of construction. At the time of the writing of this 

plan that document is the 2015 Vermont Stretch Code, 
which includes a building envelope inspection. In order to 

receive a certificate of occupancy this code must be met by 
providing the Zoning Administrator with a certificate of 
compliance from a licensed third-party inspector.  Lead 

Entity: Planning Commission / Zoning Administrator. 
Timeframe: Medium Term 

Yes Ye
s Yes Ye

s Yes Yes  0  

3. Review the Unified Development bylaws and associated 
parking standards and sign regulations to remove barriers 

to install electric vehicle charging stations.Lead Entity: 
Planning Commission. Timeframe: Medium Term 

Yes Ye
s Yes Ye

s Yes Yes  0  

5. In Chapter 14 of the Unified Development By-Law, 
14.2.4.3, remove Natural Gas and BioDiesel from Alternative 

Fuel list so it reads “Off-street parking spaces that are 
dedicated to vehicles that operate primarily on non-carbon 
based fuels (electric, hydrogen, plug-in hybrids) or…”Lead 

Entity: Planning Commission Timeframe: Short Term 

Yes Ye
s Yes Ye

s Yes Yes  0  

Are any pathways missing to achieve the 2 objectives listed 
at the top of this page? 

None come to 
mind.      

Perhaps an addition 
to #17 and #19:  

Burlington’s 
downtown form-

based code district 
is allowing more in-

fill, greater density in 
existing 

neighborhoods, 
easier permits for 

“accessory 
dwellings” and I 

think we should do 
something similar 
for all districts in 

Williston, especially 
residential, village, 

and growth... 

1  

 

 

 

 



12 of 12. Final Feedback Responses Rank Next step/proposed 
edit 

Any other feedback on objectives, pathways, or plan overall?  

 
    

The plan currently has a lot of emphasis on 
EVs and weatherization (the latter is 
completely undefined, by the way) but we 
need to look at deeper issues of 
consumption, behaviors, and larger patterns 
of landuse to really make progress. 

 

Great work! This is a lot and we need to 
have a careful informing period. We may 
need to adjust as we go, but this is a great 
initial plan. Thanks!!!! 

2   

 


