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Sharing the road safely with school buses 
School buses are one of the safest forms of transportation on the road today. In fact, according to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, riding a bus to school is 13 times safer than riding in a 
passenger vehicle and 10 times safer than walking to school. The reality of school bus safety is that 
more children are hurt outside the bus than inside as passengers. Most of the children who lose their 
lives in bus-related crashes are pedestrians, four to seven years old, who are hit by the bus or by 
motorists illegally passing a stopped school bus. For this reason, it is necessary to know the proper 
laws and procedures for sharing the road safely with school buses: 


All 50 states have a law making it illegal to pass a school bus that is stopped to load or unload 
children.  
 
* School buses use yellow flashing lights to alert motorists that they are preparing to stop to load or 
unload children. Red flashing lights and an extended stop sign arm signals to motorists that the bus is 
stopped and children are getting on or off the bus.  
 
* All 50 states require that traffic in both directions stop on undivided roadways when students are 
entering or exiting a school bus.  
 
* While state laws vary on what is required on a divided roadway, in all cases, traffic behind the school 
bus (traveling in the same direction) must stop.  
 
* The area 10 feet around a school bus is where children are in the most danger of being hit. Stop your 
car far enough from the bus to allow children the necessary space to safely enter and exit the bus.  
 
* Be alert. Children are unpredictable. Children walking to or from their bus are usually very 
comfortable with their surroundings. This makes them more likely to take risks, ignore hazards or fail to 
look both ways when crossing the street.  
 
* Never pass a school bus on the right. It is illegal and could have tragic consequences.  

School Safety Tip:  Police would like to remind 

all drivers dropping off students at the Williston 

Central School to pay close attention to the 

new signage and drop off route in place now.  

This new route is for the safety of all children 

and drivers.  Editor: Marilla Whitcomb 

email: marilla.whitcomb@state.vt.us 

Phone:  802‐764‐1152 



 

 

 

 

 

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
oom-pah, polka, or waltz to 
-Inseldudler-  

Free Kids Face Painting by Hyperfocus

Face painting  
sponsored by: 

Kids Build It! workshop 
sponsored by Home Depot 

 

   

September 21st 2014 

12:00‐3:pm 

On the Williston Village 

Green 

Tickets:   

Adults $10.00 

Kids $5.00 

Under 6 are Free! 

Price of Admission 

includes ticket for door 

prizes 

Bring a non‐perishable 

food item and receive a 

dollar off admission 

The 2014 Williston Chowder Challenge is a friendly 
competition to let the public and culinary experts 
pick their favorite chowder. Chowder Masters get 
bragging rights, publicity, and exposure! Prizes will 
be awarded in two categories: Peoples’ Choice and 
Best Display. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

     Chiefs Corner 
 

 

Happy September to the Williston Community!  The Champlain Valley Fair has come and gone 

which means our schools are back in session and fall is just around the corner.  I will send just a general 

reminder about being careful as we drive around town as our children may be walking to/from school.  

Paying close attention while driving an automobile is the most important thing that a driver can do 

because so many things can change in just a fraction of a second and even the slightest delay in reaction 

time by a driver can drastically change the outcome of many crashes and close calls.  This week, I posted 

some information regarding the new law coming into effect on October 1 regarding the use of cell 

phones while driving.  All drivers must be aware that there are very limited exceptions to the ban on 

using cell phones in a vehicle without the device being used in a hands‐free manner.  Please take the 

time to familiarize yourself with this new law by visiting 

http://highwaysafety.vermont.gov/phonesdown. 

We have a new officer starting with our agency on September 8th.  I am pleased to announce the hiring 

of Officer Katrina Ducharme who will fill the position created when we were awarded the Department of 

Justice Community Oriented Policing grant last October.  Officer Ducharme was born in India, but at a 

very young age was brought to the New England area by her family.  Prior to being hired by us, Officer 

Ducharme was an Assistant Manager with the Panera Bread Franchise here in Williston and was 

recognized for her ambition and thoroughness in opening numerous new café’s throughout the New 

England area.  Officer Ducharme will first attend the Vermont Police Academy for part‐time officers in 

early September and then enter our Field Training and Evaluation Program while she awaits the start of 

the next academy for full‐time certified officers in February 2015.  During the field training program, she 

will be assigned to various officers to gain a few months of experience and education while on the job. 

For those who haven’t heard of the Chowder Challenge organized by the Williston Police Officer’s 

Association, it will be held on the green in front of the Williston Central School on Sunday September 

21st.  This event is a friendly cook off challenge making various recipes of chowder and those attending 

get to judge.  Although a small portion of the proceeds do help the association, the vast majority of the 

funds raised go to the Williston Food Shelf.  As I write this article, 18 different contestants have entered 

the challenge.  Who will be the winners in the different categories this year?  Come and join the fun. 



 

 

 

Animal Control 
Over the past few weeks there has been an abundance of discussion into the Town of Williston’s dog 

ordinance(s) and I wanted to just make everyone aware that there are copies of the ordinances at the 

Town Clerks Office as you walk in the front door next to where these newsletters are also available.   

You can also visit the town’s website as well at www.town.williston.vt.us or call me and I would gladly 

send one in the mail.  Thank you all for your feedback on this important issue.   

New signs have arrived and will be posted soon at the entrances to the bike path in town.  These signs 

state the ALL dogs must be leashed and to please pick up after your dog while on bike or recreation 

paths throughout our town, there has been some confusion in the past as signage is hit or miss. 

Thanks again and enjoy the upcoming fall season!    ‐Marilla Whitcomb ACO 

 

 

                                            Black Bear 
Ursus americanus 
The black bear (Ursus americanus) is the smallest of the three 
bear species found in North America. It is the only bear found 
in Vermont. Black bears are members of the order Carnivora, 
which also includes dogs, cats, weasels and raccoons. Vermont 
black bears are relatively shy animals and are seldom seen by 
people. This is an important factor influencing bear distribution, 
as Vermont bears prefer wild areas with fewer people. Therefore, 
bears are less likely to approach populated areas. However, 
during times when natural food supplies are low, bears 
may be attracted to bird feeders and garbage cans, and can 
become a nuisance or a potential danger to people. 

With Fall approaching Black Bears in our area are out and about enjoying the harvest season and getting ready to 

den up for the Winter ahead.  With that being said, I wanted to send out a few reminders to residents who are 

located in our rural areas of town as we have had a few sightings already this year. 

*Dispose of garbage frequently; store it in clean, secure containers (top latched, tied or chained) do not place     

garbage out on the curd the night before pickup. 

*Feed your small pets indoors (dogs/cats) 

*Keep Barbeque grills closed and clean and preferably stored inside 

*DON’T feed birds from April 1‐December 1. 

*If you have livestock that are deceased dispose of the animal carcasses immediately by burying or incineration. 

For more information on what you can do to avoid conflict with bears please visit   


