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Williston Police Department Annual Awards Celebration!

Officer of the Year Travis Trybulski accepting his
award from Chief Shepard. Officer Trybulski also
received an award for Criminal Apprehension.

Officer Eric Shepard accepting his award for DUI

Officer Matt Cohen accepting his award for traffic
enforcement for the year.

Texas Roadhouse sent their mascot Andy the Armadillo to
present a $200.00 Officer Appreciation gift to benefit our officers
who earned awards for performance thoughout the year.

enforcement.

Sergeant Keith Gonyeau was presented a Life
Saving award for preventing an attempted
suicide from taking place. =
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Chief’s Corner

We are fast approaching the time of year when we will start to get freezing temperatures along with some of that “white
stuff” falling from the sky. This a great time to remind those driving around that it would be a great time to think about
changing your summer tires to winter tires for better traction and handling. Please don’t wait until the last minute.

As part of our initiatives to prevent crashes, reduce impaired driving, and to promote the use of occupant protection
restraints, the Williston Police Department will be doing extra patrols as part of a Traffic Safety Grant received by the
Governor’s Highway Safety Program. Emphasis will be on intersection patrols looking for instances of failing to yield, traffic
signal violations, aggressive driving, etc. Our random extra patrols during both day and evenings will start this month so we
can promote safe operation and hopefully reduce the instances of vehicle collisions.

We are also starting to see an increase in retail traffic as we approach the holiday season. This also means that the stores will
be getting busier and instances of theft may rise. Remember to keep valuables out of sight when parking your vehicle in
parking lots. After visiting our stores and moving on to another, it is wise to lock your purchases in your trunk rather than
keeping them in view.

Fall is here and that can only mean that Halloween is right around the corner. Our nights are getting longer and days shorter.
For our drivers out there, please be extra careful of our pedestrians and bicyclists. To our pedestrians and bicyclists, please
makes yourself as visible as possible by wearing reflective material and/or carry some sort of lighting with you. We must
work together to help prevent injuries and we must share our roadways. Look for our officers in the neighborhoods. They
might just have some candy for our little ghosts and goblins in costume.

| was lucky enough to attend the International Association of Chiefs of Police convention in Philadelphia, PA this month.
Although the hospitality was nice, my main goal was to attend numerous training programs designed for smaller agencies and
bring back what | learned to help lead our department. Examples of courses attended were Citizens with Special Needs,
Transforming Small Agencies into High Performance Organizations, and Evaluating Police Personnel with the goal of High
Performance. In addition to the training, this is an excellent opportunity to network with other agency executives of similar
sized agencies and exchange management ideas and operating practices.

Last month | mentioned the hiring of our newest officer. This month | am pleased to announce the hiring of Michele
Hammond as a new Part-Time Dispatcher. Michele comes to us with police dispatching experience to help fill shifts when our
regular dispatchers are on leave.

The police department was invited to assist in the serving of the “Harvest Fest” at the Allen Brook School this month. Myself,
along with other officers helped to serve all the children and then got a chance to enjoy a wonderful lunch. Officers have
been asked to visit each of the schools this school year to say hello and just be present. It is far better to be seen by our
youth at school for no particular reason than assume that something has happened or someone is in trouble.

As always, please let us know how you like our newsletter. You can contact our administrative office by phone at 764-1152;
by mail at 7928 Williston Road, Williston, VT 05495; or fill in the website feedback form on the Town’s main website to let us
know your thoughts. Additional contact information is on our department website.

Patrol Tip of the Month:

BE PATIENT! The Holiday season is coming and people from

all over the Country are arriving to visit and spend Holidays

ﬂ Vi isin Faabikl with their loved ones. Please leave early if you have places

to be so to allow extra travel time. The shopping areas,
Newsletter Editor: Marilla Whitcomb Phone: 802~ foadways, and interstates will be busier than normal. Stay
764-1152 or email at marilla.whitcomb@state.vtus  positive and please be kind to your fellow travelers on our
Please submit any questions or suggestions. roadways. Happy Holidays!
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Officer Safetv — Millie Whitcomb

A FEW TIPS TO HELP DISCOURAGE BURGLARS

1.

8.

-Detective Mike Lavoie

Make sure ALL doors & windows have functional
locks & deadbolts

Place a wood or metal bar in the track of your sliding
glass door to hold the door closed

Lock all windows and doors when you leave your
home no matter how long you plan to be gone.

Do not leave valuables in plain sight.

When going on vacation stop all deliveries or have a
trusted neighbor pick up your mail, newspaper etc. &
keep an eye on your home. Do not post on Facebook
or any other social website you are going away. Have
your local PD conduct vacant house checks while
you’'re away.

Lights & timers are also a good idea.

Take pictures, videos of your valuables & record serial
numbers & if possible mark your valuables &
electronics.

Never let strangers into your house.

If you come home & find your house has been burglarized, exit
immediately, do not touch or disturb anything & call the Police
immediately. Provide the Police with pictures, descriptions &
serial numbers of missing items.

Most burglaries are done by amateurs who look for easy
targets & items they can sell quickly for cash. There are
many websites out there with information on how to
burglar proof your home.

Lastly report ANY suspicious activity, vehicles or people

in your neighborhood immediately to your local Police

Department.

Officer safety is a real concern for all Police agencies and one that
the Williston Police take very seriously. In working with police
day to day | have come to find that there is so much about what
they do that the community should be aware of, not only for
educational reasons but also to give a better understanding of
where, why and how things are done in a world that is so often
veiled from the public eye.

Each of our Officers is equipped with many different safety
devices. The most important is the body armor vests that they
wear. These are commonly referred to as “bullet proof vests”.
These vests are mandatory for Williston Police officers as they
offer protection against most firearms and other weapons that
criminals tend to carry and use against law enforcement.

All of our Officers have a custom made vest provided to them
every 3-5 years. These vest are expensive, and cost
approximately $600.00 each but offer the needed protection for
officers. The Williston Police are able to maintain grant funding
through the Vermont League of Cities and Towns as well as the
US Federal Bureau of Justice to help cover the cost associated
with purchasing these vests. All together 75% of the vest is paid
for by grants.

We feel secure when sending our officers out on the road to
patrol or answer calls for service knowing we have done our best
to protect them against any harmful situation they may come
across during their shift. According to U.S. Department of Justice
as recently as 2009 only 59 percent of police departments had
mandatory body armor policies. A 2010 directive by Attorney
General Eric Holder warned law enforcement agencies that if
they wanted to continue getting federal funds they would have
to adopt mandatory body armor policies and by 2012 that
number of departments in compliance had risen to 92

percent. Firearms related fatalities among police officers
declined in both 2010 and 2011.




