
WPD	BLUELIGHT	NEWS 	
MAY	2014		ISSUE	VII	
	

	 	

The 2014 Vermont Law Enforcement Torch Run event is fast 

approaching. Every year the Williston Police Department and the 

Williston Fire Department take part in this annual event to support the 

Vermont Special Olympics. Once again we are selling shirts to 

support the torch run and the Vermont Special Olympics. This year 

we would like to invite the community to take part in this event 

alongside your officers and firefighters! 

 

To purchase a shirt or if you wish to participate in the Torch Run 

please contact Sergeant Justin Huizenga at the Williston Police 

Department at 802-878-6611.  

	

The	Community	Room	Artwork	Display	Grows!	

	

The	Williston	Police	Department	now	has	two	amazing	local	artists	displaying	their	works	in	our	Community	
Room.		Hilary	McEntee’s	work	(Left)	has	now	joined	our	long	standing	artist	Elizabeth	Garner’s	works	(right)	in	
our	art	display.		These	two	talented	artists	have	numerous	pieces	hanging	in	the	Community	Room	which	is	open	
to	the	public	Monday	thru	Friday	when	meetings	are	not	taking	place.		Please	come	see	and	enjoy!		For	
information	or	if	you	are	interested	in	taking	part	in	our	display	call	802‐764‐1152.	
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New	laws	enacted	this	year	by	the	Vermont	Legislature	

Vermont’s	prohibited	idling	of	motor	vehicles	law	took	effect	May	5,	2014.	This	law	applies	to	all	motor	
vehicles	with	exceptions	as	noted	below.	It	limits	the	idling	of	vehicles	to	five	minutes	in	any	60‐minute	
period.	A	penalty	of	$10.00	will	be	assessed	for	a	first	violation;	$50.00	for	a	second	violation;	$100.00	for	
a	third	and	subsequent	violations.	

Exemptions:	

•	Police,	fire	or	emergency	vehicle	idling	

•	Commercial	bus	idling	when	passengers	are	on	board	

•	Idling	to	ensure	adequate	windshield	defrosting	

•	Idling	to	power	work‐related	operations	for	trucks	

•	Idling	for	sleeper	berth	purposes	

•	Idling	for	maintenance,	repair,	service	or	diagnostic	purposes	

•	Idling	on	private	property	for	vehicles	of	10,000	pounds	or	less	

To	read	the	full	law,	visit:	

http://www.leg.state.vt.us/statutes/fullsection.cfm?Title=23&Chapter=013&Section=01110	

Williston	Police	Receive	New	Speed	Warning	Sign	

As	part	of	a	grant	from	the	Vermont	Governor’s	Highway	Safety	Program,	the	Williston	Police	Department	
was	able	to	purchase	a	new	tool	to	help	educate	our	motoring	public	on	how	fast	they	are	actually	traveling.		
To	be	installed	within	the	month	is	a	new	speed	monitoring	sign	that	is	powered	by	solar	panel	along	North	
Williston	Road.		By	having	a	persons	speed	display	on	a	sign	pointing	at	them,	it	is	hopeful	that	drivers	will	
be	more	aware	of	their	actual	speed	and	slow	to	the	posted	limit.		The	speed	sign	will	be	located	in	an	area	
that	is	close	to	the	town	recreation	path	as	a	tool	to	combat	ongoing	complaints	of	vehicles	speeding.	
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		 Chief’s	Corner	

Spring	has	arrived!		Although	it	took	it’s	time	getting	here,	the	grass	is	turning	green,	trees	are	starting	to	bud	
and	community	members	are	out	and	about.		This	also	means	that	more	people	are	on	the	roads,	kids	are	
playing	in	or	around	the	roads,	bikers	are	out,	and	motorcycles	are	again	motoring	their	way	around.		Please	
be	safe	while	driving	on	the	roadways	and	always	pay	attention.		Remember,	it	is	never	safe	to	be	texting	
while	driving	and	even	being	on	the	phone	causes	drivers	to	pay	more	attention	to	the	conversation	than	to	
their	operation.		The	other	day	while	not	working	a	car	passed	by	me	heading	in	the	opposite	direction	and	
the	driver	appeared	to	be	flossing	their	teeth	with	both	hands.		I	couldn’t	believe	my	eyes.	

My	focus	this	month	will	be	about	both	traffic	safety	and	scams.		As	everyone	knows,	our	traffic	in	and	around	
our	town	is	heavy	at	times	and	our	intersections	controlled	by	traffic	signals	can	cause	some	back‐ups.		
Patience	is	the	key.		Trying	to	squeeze	through	the	light	once	it	turns	yellow	is	one	of	the	leading	causes	of	a	
crash	because	many	signals	have	short	delays	between	one	direction	changing	to	red	and	the	opposite	
direction	going	green.		A	yellow	signal	is	the	warning	that	the	light	signal	is	about	to	turn	red.		Play	it	safe	and	
take	the	extra	two	minutes	to	slow	to	a	stop	when	the	light	turns	yellow	because	investigating	vehicle	crashes	
is	never	fun,	and	when	there	are	injured	persons	or	fatalities,	everyone	is	impacted.	

Phone	scams	continue	to	plague	our	area	and	there	always	seem	to	be	email	scams	going	around.		The	easiest	
thing	to	remember	when	someone	calls	you	about	the	best	deal	in	the	world	is	to	be	suspicious	unless	you	
initiated	the	call.		If	it	seems	“just	too	good	to	be	true”,	it	probably	is.		Never	give	out	your	personal	
information	or	credit	card	information.		The	following	link	will	get	you	to	the	Office	of	the	Attorney	General	
Consumer	Protection	site	detailing	information	about	suspicious	phone	calls,	telemarketing,	and	scams.		This	
site	has	links	to	current	scams	being	active	in	the	Vermont	Community.		
https://www.uvm.edu/consumer/?Page=phone.html.	

Email	scams	are	most	common	for	having	links	to	obtain	your	personal	information	or	install	programs	on	
your	computer	that	can	cause	a	loss	of	information	or	install	tools	to	assist	a	hacker	to	gain	access	to	your	
computer.		The	best	advice	that	I	can	give	you	is	to	avoid	clicking	on	links	within	emails	unless	you	are	
absolutely	sure	you	know	where	the	email	came	from.		Emails	like	this	can	even	come	from	a	friends	email	
address,	so	be	sure	before	going	further.		Inquire	from	your	friends	or	family	to	confirm	they	sent	you	the	link.	

We	have	been	very	active	in	our	recruiting	and	selection	activities	this	past	month	trying	to	find	a	great	
candidate	for	our	newly	added	position	in	July.		We	have	gotten	through	our	first	round	of	interviews	and	
remaining	candidates	tested	during	the	week	of	May	5th.		We	are	now	screening	final	applicants	for	the	next	
training	academy	in	August.	

As	always,	if	you	have	questions	or	concerns,	I	can	be	reached	via	email	at	police@willistontown.com	or	you	
can	contact	my	office	at	764‐1152.	

	

	


