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Williston Fire Department Comes to the Rescue!

On November 10™" the Williston Fire Department received a call about a horse stuck in the mud on South Road
in Williston. Upon arrival they discovered that this was going to be a challenging rescue that would take some
serious teamwork. The Fire Department contacted a local excavator Mr. Gary Gryzna, Colchester Technical
Rescue, and also on scene was help from Hinesburg Fire Department, Colchester rescue, Williston Police and
Allison Cornwall DVM, as well as family and friends and neighbors. After 3 hours of mud moving, careful
monitoring of Tommy the horse’s vital signs and special attention paid by all involved Tom was pulled to dry
ground. This rescue is not the normal call on a Sunday afternoon but the Williston Fire Department and area
rescue personnel answered the call, and with professionalism, organization, and teamwork were able to save
the day for not only Tom but his family. As a resident and lifelong member of the Williston Community | can
say that | am beyond thankful and proud to be part of such an amazing community. It truly does take a village.
| have never been so aware of the kindness and compassion that the men and women of our Fire Department
have for others. The part of the rescue that repeats in my mind is when | looked over about 2 hours into the
rescue to see what was happening and | witnessed a young fireman who was off duty but had arrived on the
call, he was holding Toms head on his lap and to keep Tom from falling asleep (from shock) was ticking his
muzzle and all | could see was Tom wiggling his nose against this young mans fingers. In that moment | realized
that it takes a special kind of person to do what these young men and women do. It takes the ability to have no
fear and jump in knee deep into a situation that could be potentially dangerous and grab hold of a victim who
in this instance was helpless and show them compassion and kindness and most of all give them hope. Thank
you to all the rescue personnel that day and never forget that you are all heroes to Tom and his family! — Millie
Whitcomb (Horse owner)
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Check Fraud Scheme

An old check fraud scheme is re-surfacing in this area. Sellers placing ads listing items, cars,
etc. for sale are contacted by someone who wants to purchase their item(s).

The seller then receives a check from the buyer that is a few hundred to a few thousand dollars
more than the asking price. The seller will then be contacted by the buyer who asks the seller
to cash the check, keep the purchase price then wire the extra money to a shipper or other
person.

In the end, the check will prove to be counterfeit, and you, as the person who cashed the
check, will be out all of the money, including the money you wired. Many banks will now
guestion you when cashing or depositing checks to ensure it is a check that you were expecting
and from a person that you know.

Be aware, things that appear too good to be true generally are, and don't be taken by a
scammer.
-Detective Sergeant Chamberlain

During the Holiday season please remember 5
to drive safely and with all the festivities o~
please remember to get a designated driver. &
Also if you are hosting a Holiday event be sure e
to have non-alcoholic beverages available for &
the guests who are driving. Be Safe and b
Happy Holidays! I

Patrol Tip of the month: W @




Chief’s Corner

The holiday season has arrived and the members of the Williston Police Department would like to
extend our wishes for a happy and safe season.

I would be remiss if | didn’t express a safety tip regarding travel during this time of year. The roads
are bustling with travelers going to and from their families and friends homes, shopping, as well as
to their favorite places for social and entertainment activities. Please drive safety and pay extra
close attention to your fellow travelers on the highways. Many will be in a hurry to get to their
destinations and I can only express my hope that everyone will take their time, share the road, and
obey all of the rules of the road. It is far better for everyone if we get delayed at a traffic light for a
few minutes rather than rushing to make it through an intersection because the light is yellow. Be
patient with other drivers and drive defensively, not aggressively. Unfortunately, this is the time of
year that communities experience a higher than normal number of fatal crashes and we can all help
by wearing our seatbelts, driving sober or having a designated driver, and just being super vigilant
at driving safely.

As | mentioned in our last newsletter, it is holiday shopping time as well. Be vigilant about leaving
purchased merchandise out of sight if you keep it in your car as you go into other shops and stores.
Reducing a criminal’s opportunity to commit a crime helps tremendously. Be mindful of our
disabled drivers who are in need of the handicapped parking spaces; they were put there for a reason
and no disabled driver having a handicapped permit should have to go without a special space
because another vehicle was parked in these spaces close to the store allowing for a shorter walk.

Our year is going very well so far in the department. We have a full staff of officers, dispatchers,
and administrative staff and are hopeful to add a new officer by February. We are gearing up for
the colder temperatures and the snowy roads. This becomes our busy season for traffic crashes.

A reminder to residents that there is an ordinance in place for winter parking on town roadways and
streets. This is in place to assist in the orderly removal of snow. The ban on parking begins
December 15" and ends April 1t between the hours of 11 PM and 6 AM.

Again, | hope everyone has a safe, healthy, and happy holiday season.

Chief Shepard

Newsletter Editor: Marilla Whitcomb Phone: 802-
764-1152 or email at marilla.whitcomb@state.vt.us
Please submit any questions or suggestions.




