Town of Williston, Vermont
Animal Control Officer

1. Purpose

It is the intent of the Selectboard to establish a volunteer position, appointed by the Selectboard to
assist the Town in enforcing ordinances and state law relating to the control of domestic animals as well
as answer complaints regarding the care and welfare of other animals owned or cared for by residents
and businesses.

2. Background

State laws (Title 20, Chapter 193) and the Town’s Dog Control Ordinance provide measures to ensure
the health, safety and welfare of both animals and people. In the past, the Selectboard have appointed
an Animal Control Officer to assist in this task as it relates to animal control issues. This Charge is
designed to provide the Animal Control Officer with a general outline of the qualifications and services
expected of the position.

3. Qualifications

In judging an applicant’s suitability for the position, the Selectboard may take into account the following
factors:

1. Is the applicant fluent in English and does he/she have the ability to communicate effectively,
both orally and in writing?

2. Does applicant have the ability to read and interpret documents such as safety rules, operating
and maintenance instructions, state statutes, ordinances, and procedure manuals?

3. Will the applicant be able to establish rapport and communicate with department members,
community members, offenders, other criminal justice agencies, varying service organizations,
and the like; exchanging, collecting, obtaining, information in the exercise of department
operations?

4. Will the applicant be able to attend judicial hearings, based upon enforcement action taken, on
an occasional basis?

5. Does the applicant have sufficient knowledge and understanding of domestic animals to
adequately perform the functions of Animal Control Officer?

6. Charge

The Animal Control Officer may be expected to do one or more of the following tasks:

e Answer complaints regarding violations of the dog ordinance adopted by the Town of
Williston.

e Answers complaints and assist with more complex investigations of animal abuse or
neglect.
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e Prepares and maintains files regarding duties performed.
e Works with Town officials regarding the registration and/or licensing of domestic pets.

e Assists police officers who seize domestic animals by transporting animals to the
contracted impoundment area.

e May issue Municipal Ordinance Ticket or prepare written statements in support of a
police officer issuing the ticket.

e Documents action taken as Animal Control Officer in detailed report format and provide
an annual report to the Selectboard by January 1* of each year.

7. Term
The term for this position is one year, ending June 30" of each year. The Selectboard may

remove the Animal Control Officer from duty by a majority vote of its members at a duly
noticed regular, special or emergency meeting.

Adopted by Selectboard
September ??, 2013

Terry Macaig Debbie Ingram

Jeff Fehrs Jay Michaud

Chris Roy
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